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STAFF 

At  31st  December,  1958 


Jointly  with  Selkirk  County  Council  and  Small  Burgh  Authorities 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  A.  F.  McCOUBREY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.I 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  L.  F.  HOWITT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

J.  CAMPSIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Jointly  with  Selkirk  County  Council 


County  Sanitary  Inspector 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  .... 

Senior  Dental  Officer 

Assistant  Dental  Officers 

County  Nursing  Superintendent 
Milk  Officer  


A.  I.  FRASER. 

a.  mckinnon. 

J.  G.  WATSON. 

J.  CORMACK. 

Mrs  C.  E.  GRIEVE,  L.D.S. 

Dr  H.  N.  MACLACHLAN,  L.D.S. 
Dr  J.  J.  MANN,  L.D.S. 

Miss  D.  G.  DUNCAN. 

Miss  D.  ROBERTSON. 


Roxburgh  County  Council 

Housing  Officer  J.  WANLESS. 

Meat  Detention  Officer  W.  BEVERIDGE. 


Hawick 

Kelso 


Meat  Inspectors  (Part-time) 

Mr  C.  S.  SCOTT,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Messrs  McTURK  & KEITH,  M.R.C.V.S 


Hawick 
Kelso  ... 
Jedburgh 
Melrose 


Small  Burgh  Authorities 

....  G.  BEE,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
....  W.  C.  NEIL,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspecto 
....  M.  RING,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspecto 
....  R.  GRANT,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspec 


Clerical 

Mrs  E.  SYME,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  A.  M.  R.  GRIEVE,  Senior  Clerkess-Typist. 
Miss  N.  W.  EDGAR,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  S.  LOTHIAN,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Mrs  E.  WANLESS,  Clerkess-Typist. 

Miss  E.  C.  L.  ROBSON,  Junior  Clerkess-Typist. 
Miss  ELIZABETH  C.  BRUNTON,  Junior  Clerkess. 


4 


TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND  AND  THE 
CONVENER  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 

ROXBURGH 


our  Grace,  My  Lords,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  3 1st  December* 

158. 

satisfies 

'The  Birth  rate  of  14-8  per  1,000  of  the  population  shows  a slight  decline  from  last 
i»ar.  The  death  rate  of  10-6  per  1 ,000  shows  a further  decline  below  last  year’s  record 
jure  of  10-7,  while  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  9 per  1,000  live  births  is  half  the  pre- 
ms  low  record  figure  of  18 — the  rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  being  28  per  1,000  live 
rths.  Despite  the  lowered  death  rate  and  excellent  infantile  mortality  rate,  the  popu- 

• ion  of  the  County,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  showed  a further  decline, 
cling  below  45,000  for  the  first  time  in  many  years. 

C Deaths  totalled  590.  The  two  chief  causes  continue  to  be  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
rculatory  system  and  cancer.  Together  they  constituted  84-3  % of  all  deaths.  Deaths 
cm  cancer  numbered  102  (17-3%)  a reduction  of  1-3%  on  last  year’s  figure;  deaths 
cm  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  accounted  for  67%  of  the  total.  This  figure  of 
oproximately  two-thirds  of  all  deaths  remains  remarkably  constant  and  occurs  largely 
l people  aged  55  and  over.  It  is  commonly  stated  that  people  are  living  longer  but, 
slat  should  be  borne  in  mind  is  that  while  modem  drugs  and  treatment  prolong  the  life 
4 many  persons,  the  proportion  of  all  deaths  which  is  attributable  to  heart  and  cir- 
slatory  conditions  remains  relatively  constant.  Those  who  survive  live  longer  and 
:esent  us  with  the  problems  associated  with  old  age,  infirmity  and  loneliness.  If 
search  into  the  problems  of  circulatory  and  heart  conditions  reduces  the  death  rate 
*>m  these  diseases,  our  problems  among  the  old  will  be  magnified  greatly. 

• The  only  other  cause  of  death  of  any  significance  is  bronchitis.  Fourteen  (2  3%) 
arsons  all  in  the  upper  age  groups  died  from  this  cause.  One  notices,  with  satis- 
fction,  the  near  disappearance  of  tuberculosis  as  a cause  of  death.  Only  one  death 
bs  attributed  to  this  disease.  In  the  quinquennium  1934-38,  the  average  number  of 
tvaths  per  year  from  tuberculosis  was  21;  in  the  quinquennium  1954-58  the  average 
umber  was  5. 

maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

*A  new  child  welfare  clinic  and  dental  clinic  was  completed  at  Newtown  St.  Boswells, 
tith  present  Dental  Staff  we  were  again  unable  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  more  than 
(•small  number  of  pre-school  children.  I am  convinced  that  visits  to  a Dental  Officer 
this  stage  of  life  would  do  much  to  educate  parents  as  well  as  children  in  the  necessity 
|r  the  care  of  the  teeth  and  dental  hygiene.  I suggest  that  in  the  near  future  we  should 
insider  the  appointment  of  a Dental  Officer  for  the  treatment  of  pre-school  children 
M expectant  mothers.  This  service  is  one  which  we  should  be  offering  but,  in  the  past 
w years,  I have  deferred  pressing  for  the  introduction  of  such  a Dental  Officer  because 
the  gieat  difficulty  in  obtaining  them. 
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By  the  continued  endeavours  on  the  part  of  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent 
were  successful  m maintaining  our  staff  of  district  nurses  at  almost  full  strength.  Ha\ 
continued  to  prove  difficult  to  staff  and  much  of  our  difficulty  was  occasioned  by 
fact  that  nurses  do  not  seem  to  favour  living  in  Nurses’  Homes.  The  Health  and  \ 
fare  Committee  decided  to  build  separate  houses  for  the  nurses  in  Hawick  and  it  is  he 
that  the  houses  will  be  completed  during  1959. 

Despite  the  increased  financial  benefits  of  having  a child  bom  at  home,  by  far 
greater  number  of  births  occurred  in  hospitals  and  similar  institutions.  Of  the 
births  occurring  in  the  County,  only  97  took  place  at  home.  Attendances  at  C 
Welfare  Clinics  fell  by  some  300  during  the  year  but,  in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visit 
the  district  nurses  paid  13,955  visits  to  pre-school  children — this  being  an  increas 
3312  visits  over  1957.  In  their  capacity  as  Home  Nurses,  the  district  nurses  paid  33 
visits  to  1,835  patients.  In  a County  such  as  ours,  where  the  employment  of  sepa 
Health  Visitors  is  not  practicable,  it  is  more  than  ever  essential  that  the  district  nut 
in  addition  to  their  nursing  and  midwifery  qualifications,  should  possess  the  He 
Visitors’  Certificate.  I am  grateful  to  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  for  t 
sympathetic  response  to  requests  by  district  nurses  for  leave  of  absence  to  enable  t 
to  take  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate.  I am  sure  that  the  training  for  the  certifi 
will  open  up  new  fields  for  the  nurses  when  they  return  to  duty. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  willing  band  of  voluntary  workers  who  undertook 
distribution  of  welfare  foods  throughout  the  County.  The  uptake  of  all  welfare  fc 
again  declined.  The  marked  fall  in  the  uptake  of  orange  juice  was  probably  accour 
for  by  the  restriction  of  the  issue  to  children  aged  two  and  under;  the  rise  in  pric 
national  dried  milk  in  1957  caused  a fall  in  the  uptake  for  the  remainder  of  that  y 
The  full  year’s  working  shows  a reduction  of  fully  1 1,000  tins  over  the  1956  figures. 


National  Dried 
Milk 
Tins 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Orange  Juice 

Vitamin  Tabl 

Bottles 

Bottles 

Packets 

1957 

20,264 

3,980 

27,476 

1,539 

1958 

15,722 

2,776 

17,255 

1,293 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

The  success  of  this  Department’s  efforts  to  maintain  a high  state  of  immunisat 
against  diphtheria  in  young  children  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  92-2%  of  all  sch 
entrants  were  found  to  be  immunised.  For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  no  case 
diphtheria  occurred  in  the  County.  During  the  year  451  children  were  immuni 
against  diphtheria  by  general  practitioners  and  1 14  by  Local  Authority  Medical  Offic 
Less  than  half  the  662  children  bom  in  1958  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  dui 
the  year.  This  is  a decrease  compared  with  last  year  but,  as  I have  stated  previousl 
feel  sure  that  more  children  have  been  vaccinated  than  have  been  notified  to  this  1 
partment;  an  indication  of  this  fact  is  shown  by  the  finding  that  81-4%  of  school 
trants  during  the  year  were  found  to  have  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  A t( 
of  434  children  of  all  ages  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  the  year. 

The  effort  to  give  poliomyelitis  vaccination  to  as  many  children  as  possible  occup 
a great  deal  of  time.  3,192  children  were  completely  vaccinated  and  the  total  num 
of  children  vaccinated  now  numbers  6,353.  The  practice  of  giving  a third  vaccinal 
seven  months  after  the  second  was  introduced  in  late  1958  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
children  had  received  their  third  dose. 
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Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  offered  to  all  children  of 
3 years  of  age  and  over  and  it  is  now  very  rare  to  receive  a refusal  of  this  offer.  41 1 
aildren  were  Mantoux  Tested  and  of  this  number  314  were  found  suitable  for  vaccina- 
wn.  By  the  end  of  the  year  308  had  been  vaccinated. 

ere  and  After  Care 

:So  lar  as  is  known,  there  are  87  cases  of  epilepsy  and  23  cases  of  cerebral  palsy  in  the 
minty.  Twenty-four  cases  of  epilepsy  have  another  defect  or  defects  and  twelve  of  tho 
»&ses  of  cerebral  palsy  are  similarly  affected. 

I It  has  continued  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  admission  for  suitable  cases  to  hospitals  for 
mentally  defective  cases.  The  setting  up  of  a panel  by  the  South-Eastern  Regional 
cospital  Board  to  place,  in  order  of  priority,  cases  submitted  to  them  by  Medical  Officers 
Health  has  helped  in  some  degree  but,  on  occasion,  the  recommendations  of  the  Local 
uithority  Medical  and  Welfare  Officers,  who  know  the  circumstances  of  the  cases 
ctimately,  have  been  set  aside  by  the  Panel. 

• Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  continue  to  do  excellent  work  in  the  four  Burghs 
do  the  chiropody  and  "Meals  on  Wheels”  Services.  It  was  hoped  that  the  Old 

:<ople  s Home  in  Yetholm  would  have  been  opened  during  the  year.  The  opening 
iis  been  delayed  but  it  will  be  ready  for  residence  early  in  the  new  year.  The  search 
intinued  for  suitable  premises  for  a Home  in  Jedburgh  and  it  seemed  likely  that  an 
trly  decision  would  be  made. 

wntrol  of  Infectious  Diseases 

IFollowing  the  trend  of  recent  years,  the  incidence  of  the  common  infectious  diseases 
us  low.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a small  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  mild  in  type» 
:curred  in  the  Yetholm  and  Kelso  areas. 

[Three  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  occurred,  none  of  which  was  fatal. 

□There  was  a rise  in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified.  Pulmonary  tuber- 
losis  notifications  numbered  18,  an  increase  of  6 over  last  year;  non-pulmonary 
oerculosis  cases  numbered  5,  an  increase  of  2 over  last  year. 

■"vironmental  Hygiene 

"No  great  progress  was  made  in  the  provision  of  the  urgently  required  sewage  treatment 
■>rks  at  Newtown  St.  Boswells,  Gattonside  and  Morebattle.  Perhaps  less  urgent,  but 
1 11  very  necessary  work  also  requires  to  be  carried  out  at  Denholm  and  Newcastleton 
td  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  these  works  will  be  pushed  ahead  as  quickly  as  possible. 

IThe  experimental  composting  scheme  was  put  into  operation  at  Newstead  and  initial 

• Hits  were  encouraging.  The  odourless  final  product  certainly  compares  favourably 
Lh  ordinary  sludge,  the  disposal  of  which  is  always  a problem.  Full  details  of  this 
Ixl  other  sanitary  services  are  contained  in  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

•I  would  again  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
td  Welfare  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  help  in  the  work  of  the  De- 
irtment.  An  understanding  Chairman  and  Committee  gives  great  encouragement  to 
! work  of  a Department.  To  the  Group  Medical  Superintendent  and  other  officials 

• the  Borders  Hospitals  Board  of  Management  I am  indebted  for  their  helpfulness  at 
n times.  I would  also  record  my  thanks  to  the  general  practitioners  in  the  County  for 
tir  help  and  co-operation  in  those  spheres  where  our  interests  meet.  I would  also 
i mk  my  own  staff  for  a job  well  done. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  McCOUBREY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  ROXBURGH 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


(estimated  to  middle  of  1958): 

Landward  17,910 

Burghs— 


Hawick  

16,599 

Jedburgh 

3,954 

Kelso  

4,159 

Melrose  

2,144 

26,856 

44,766 

births 

The  births  corrected  for  transfers  were: 


Landward 

Total 
....  290 

Male 

139 

Female 

151 

Illegitimate 

11 

Burghs — 
Hawick 

....  239 

128 

111 

11 

Jedburgh 

47 

27 

20 

2 

Kelso  

62 

31 

31 

— 

Melrose 

24 

11 

13 

— 

662 

336 

326 

24 

The  birth  rate  of  14-8  is  0-3  lower  than  the  figure  recorded  in  1957. 

! Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  3 -6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  Still-Births  was  18  giving  a rate  of  26  per  1,000  total  births  (including 
iill-Births). 

Marriages 

r Three  hundred  and  four  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a 
carriage  rate  of  6-8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers  was  590  of  which  274  were  of  men  and 
16  of  women.  The  death  rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  10-6.  The 
*te  for  Scotland  was  12  0. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the  tables  on  pages  10 

•id  11. 


nfantile  Mortality 

The  numbers  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less  than  one  year  was  6 and  of  this  number 
were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9 per  1,000  live 
*rths. 
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The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  infantile  deaths  are  contained  in  the  follov 
table: 

Cause  of  Death 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

M 

F 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Births 

Age  C 

Under  4 
weeks 

iroups 

4 week 
1 yea 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

1 

3 02 

1 

1 

Birth,  injuries,  post  natal  as- 

phyxia  and  atelectasis 

1 

1 

— 

1 -50 

1 

— 

Other  infections  of  the  new  bom 

1 

1 

— 

1 -50 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 
infancy  and  immaturity  un- 

qualified  

2 

1 

1 

3 02 

2 

— 

Totals 

6 

4 

2 

5 

1 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  Births  .... 

.... 

9 

7-55 

1 -50 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND) 

ACT,  1947 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service: 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics : 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Hawick  (weekly),  Kelso,  Jedburgh  and  Mein 
(fortnightly),  and  Newtown  and  St.  Boswells  (monthly).  Attendances  dur 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 
at  end 
of  year 

(2) 

No.  of  children 
attending  the  clinics 
during  year  and  who 
on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  this 
year  were: — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by 
children  who  at  tin 
of  attendance 
were: — 

(1) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 
(3) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 
(4) 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 
(5) 

Over  1 
year  o> 
age 
(6) 

Local  Health  Authority 
Clinics  

6 

587 

210 

4899 

1373 

Clinics  provided  by  Vol- 
untary Organisations... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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13)  Dental  Care : 


(1) 

No.  inspected 
by  Dental 
Officers 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

No.  found  to 
require 
treatment 
during  the 
year 
(3) 

No.  accepting 
treatment 
during  the 
year 
(4) 

No.  actually 
treated  by 
Dental  Officers 
during  the 
year 
(5) 

oectant  mothers 

— 





-rsing  mothers  ... 

— 

— 

— 



-school  children 

42 

42 

42 

42 

U)  Nurseries  provided  by  Manufacturers: 

The  following  table  shows  statistics  relating  to  Nurseries  privately  provided  in 
the  Burgh  of  Hawick,  viz. : 


State 

whether 

approved 

for 

training 

(2) 

No.  of 
approved 
places 

No.  of 
children  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 

Average 

daily 

attendances 
during  year 

Waiting 
Lists 
at  end 
of  year 

0) 

0-2 

(3) 

2-5 

(4) 

0-2 

(5) 

2-5 

(6) 

0-2 

(7) 

2-5 

(8) 

0-2 

(9) 

2-5 

00) 

wick  Hosiery 
Uanufacturers’ 
tssociation,  St. 
uidrew’s  Church 
flail,  Union  St., 
Cawick 

No 

50 

20 

16 

nert  Noble  & 
•o.,  Ltd.,  Glebe 
Bills,  Hawick 

No 

4 

12 

8 

25 

8 

19 

3 

1 

inbulls  Ltd., 
i ridge  House, 

Jawick 

No 

— 

6 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

'Midwifery 

i (1)  Total  number  of  births  (including  Still-births)  occurring  in  the  area  during 

the  year — before  correction  for  mother’s  residence 523 

i (2)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  in  institutions  and  private  mater- 
nity homes  426 

(3)  Total  number  of  births  in  (1)  occurring  at  home 97 

(4)  Number  of  births  in  (3)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth: 
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Cases  dealt  with 
under  Section  23  (2) 
of  the  National 
Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 

(1) 

^ Doctor  engaged 
and  present  at 
confinement 

^ Doctor  engaged 
3 and  not  present 
at  confinement 

^ Midwife  alone 

(no  doctor  engaged) 

t*  Doctor  and  mid- 
wife  engaged 

£ 

c 

—4  La 
* ° ^ 
■a 

-Q  -O 

- o * 

2SS 

(6) 

q Without  doctor 
w or  midwife 

ift 

O 

<ft 

-cc 

1 

o 

< 

(8) 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority  (including  those 
engaged  on  a fee-per-case 
basis) 

49 

45 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
Voluntary  Organisations 
under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of  Man- 
agement under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Author- 
ity with  the  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board 

(d)  Private  practising  midwives 

— 

— 



3 



___ 

(e)  Other  cases  not  classified 
above  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(f)  Totals  

49 

45 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(5)  Medical  Aid: 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  by  a Midwife: 

1 

For  domiciliary  cases  

For  institutional  cases 


(6)  Administration  of  Analgesics : 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified  to  ad- 
minister gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland 

(0  Number  in  (a)  employed  on  local  health  authority  work 
(»)  Number  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local  health  work  .... 

(b)  Number  of  domiciliary  mid  wives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  

14 
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(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and 
air  in  use  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1958 

O')  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  employ- 
ed on  local  health  authority  work  (including  those  in 
use  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases)  

(//)  Number  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  not  em- 
ployed on  local  health  authority  work 

00  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December,  1958 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by 
midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases): 

(0  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

00  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 

(/)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  nud wives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases): 

(0  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

00  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 
Number  of  cars  in  use  by  Midwives  at  31st  December,  1958  16 


Health  Visiting 

re  Health  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  carrying  out  com- 
1 duties  in  their  respective  areas.  The  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting 
|Lg  the  year: 


0) 


tth  Visitors 
tiployed  by 
F Author- 

-h  Visitors 
fiployed  by 
tiluntary 
Iganisations 


£ 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  (or  by  District  Nurses 
in  their  capacity  as  Health  Visitors)  during  the  year  to 


Expectant 

Mothers 


No. 

Vis. 

(2) 


Total 

Vis. 

(3) 


Children 
under 
1 yr. 


No. 

Vis. 

(4) 


1291 


Total 

Vis. 

(5) 


6440 


Children 
between 
1 and  5 


No. 

Vis. 

(6) 


1201 


Total 

Vis. 

(7) 


6152 


Tuber- 

culosis 

cases 


No. 

Vis. 

(8) 


78 


Total 

Vis. 

(9) 


1363 


Other 

cases 


No. 

Vis. 

(10) 


Total 

Vis. 

(11) 


Total 

visits 

paid 


(12) 


13,955 


ese  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by 
■ a midwife  or  maternity  nurse. 


a midwife-health  visitor  who  attended  the  confine- 


3me  Nursing 

tis  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year  by  the  District  Nursing 

■Jinber  of  cases  attended  by  the  District  nursing  sisters  1,835 

imber  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  33,138 
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5.  Domestic  Help 

The  scheme  functions  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chief  Welfare  C 
in  conjunction  with  the  Nursing  Superintendent.  The  following  figures  relate  t 
working  of  the  Scheme  during  the  year: 

(/)  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  

(a)  Whole-time  

(b)  Part-time  

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  

(«)  Number  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  the  year 

(Hi)  Number  of  cases  in  (//)  provided  on  account  of  confinement: 

(a)  At  home  

(b)  In  hospital  

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  (if)  provided  on  account  of  chronic  sick,  including  aged 

and  infirm  


6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing  Services 


Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting  Services: 


Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 
including 
District 
Nursing 
Assocs. 

No.  hoi 
Heal 
Visit 
Certific 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Whole-  Part- 
time  time 

Nurses  and  Midwives  on  combined 
duties  in  the  Midwifery,  Home  Nurs- 
ing and  Health  Visiting  Services  em- 
ployed in  the  following  categories: — 
Superintendent  (or  Chief)  Nursing 
Officers  

1 — 

1 

Nurses  and  Midwives  employed  on: — 
Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and 
Home  Nursing  Duties  .... 

16  — 



4 

Total  ... 

17 

— — 

5 

7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners.  The  table  on  pag 
shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  b 
Assistants  as  well  as  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  in  rural  areas.  During  the  yeai 
pre-school  children  were  immunised  and  280  maintenance  doses  were  given. 


8.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 
Tuberculosis 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  were  at  the  end  of  the 
495  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Co-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  has  been  maintained  with  re 
to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  domiciliary  nui 
visits  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 
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i grant  of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at  home  who  were 
cfied  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  7 
sons  were  receiving  free  milk. 

ue  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to 
*ications  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  those  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


k 


Tectious  Disease 

^venty-eight  notifications  of  infectious  disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  were 
rived  during  the  year,  of  which  9 cases  were  removed  to  hospital  as  follows: 

Removed 

Notified 

erebro-Spinal  Fever  1 


^ysipelas 
neumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  .... 
neumonia,  Acute  Primary 
xeumoma  (not  otherwise  notifiable) 
Ijliomyelitis,  Acute 
sierperal  Pyrexia 
earlet  Fever 
chooping  Cough 
:*>od  Poisoning 


Mental  Health 


to  Hospital 
1 


4 

1 

25 

4 

3 

2 

34 

3 

1 


78 


(Torts  have  continued  to  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  number  of  cases  of  mentally 
tiicapped  persons  in  the  County.  So  far  as  is  known,  there  are  148  mentally  handi- 
sed  persons  belonging  to  the  County,  of  whom  37  are  school  and  pre-school  children, 
ee  are  7 mongol  children  in  the  latter  groups. 

ue  Clinical  Session  was  conducted  by  Dr  Bailey,  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  at  which 
uildren  were  examined. 

iititutional  accommodation  for  mentally  handicapped  persons  continues  to  be  corn- 
fly  inadequate.  As  a result,  there  are  a number  of  children  in  the  County,  living  in 
own  homes,  whose  presence  is  bound  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  their  mothers’ 
ih  and  that  of  their  brothers  and  sisters. 

ose  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Educational  Psychologists  in  all  problems 
i ing  the  mental  well-being  of  school  pupils. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Pre-School  Children 

B pre-school  children  were  examined  by  the  visiting  Consultant  Surgeon  at  centres 
* County.  The  figures  are  as  follows: 

■Hawick  63 

Pfdburgh  47 

Kelso  72 

■■Melrose  24 

i*Morebattle  1 

■Newcastleton  5 

Newtown  8 

fit.  Boswells  3 

vital  Treatment — -Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Fairmilehead,  Edinburgh: 

■■Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  1/1/58  Nil 

■Number  of  admissions  to  hospital  2 

■Number  of  discharges  from  hospital  3 

■Number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  31/12/58  4 

iification  of  Hospital  Cases: 

ff’erthes’  disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ••••  — - 1 

Poliomyelitis  

!*Right  spastic  hemiplegia  with  equinus  deformity  of  the  right  foot 

•Right  trigger  thumb  

Talipes  equino-varus  

The  number  of  patient  days  was  835. 
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Complications 

at 

vaccinations 

1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Number  of  persons  re-vaccinated 
during  period 

No  local 
re-action 

1 II  1 1 1 1 I 1 | | | I | I00 

OC 

Re-action 

greatest 

at 

2nd-3rd  day 

1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
re-action 
5th-7th  day 

I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 lM 

fN 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7th-10th  day 

1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 I | 1 1 I0' 

0\ 

No  local 
re-action 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

= 

C -a 
5 o 
g'C 

a| 

o E 

CO  p 

Re-action 

greatest 

at 

2nd-3rd  day 

" 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

rs 

t—  <o 
O rt 

g.S 

11 

£ 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
re-action 
5th-7th  day 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7 th- 10th  day 

£8^"  l~N  1 1 1 1 1-  1 1 | 

s 

Year  of  birth 
of  persons 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943  or  earlier 

Totals 

18 


WELFARE 

Account  of  Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community 
Year  to  31st  December,  1958 


HTONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


iion  21 — Residential  Accommodation 

.luring  the  year  the  number  of  applications  under  this  heading  was  disposed  of  as 


Admissions  to  Voluntary  Homes 
Admissions  to  Other  Local  Authority  Homes 
Admissions  to  Deanfield,  Hawick 
Admissions  to  Grove  House,  Kelso 
To  Hospitals  (being  properly  medical  cases) 

I Homeless  Families  

To  Temporary  Accommodation  (emergency) 
''Outwith  the  financial  provisions  of  the  Act 
1 Withdrawn  

f Otherwise  disposed  of  

Applications  in  hand  


17 

6 

6 

9 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 


58 

ne  number  of  old  people  in  eventide  accommodation  for  whom  this  County  is 
Dnsible  rose  from  74  at  the  end  of  1957  to  85  at  the  end  of  1958.  Three  are  persons 
ageable  to  Other  Authorities.  See  Appendix  for  analysis  of  the  numbers  so  accom- 
ated. 


old  people  are  accommodated  are  as  follows: — 


ne  various  Homes  in  which 

QDeanfield,  Hawick 
’•Grove  House,  Kelso 

2St.  Margaret’s,  Hawick  

'’Weens  House,  Bonchester  

Queen’s  House,  Kelso  

INetherby  Home,  Galashiels 

rTor  Nursing  Home,  Edinburgh  

’tCastle  View,  Edinburgh  (Deaf  and  Dumb) 
UPoplars  (Grassmarket  Mission)  Aberlady 
4Bridge  of  Weir  Epileptic  Colony 

IMethil  Haven,  Fife  

>Glenlockhart,  Edinburgh  .... 
lEildon  View,  Galashiels  .... 

Boleside,  Galashiels  

*Wellfield,  Galashiels  


M F 

8 10  Roxburgh  County  Council 

14  — do. 

— 18  Voluntary  Home 

8 8 do. 

1 5 do. 

— 2 do. 

— 1 do. 

1 1 do. 

1 — do. 

— 1 do. 

— 1 Fife  County  Council 

1 1 Edinburgh  Corporation 

— 2 Selkirk  County  Council 

— — do. 

— 1 do. 


34  51 
85 


>«  tendency  is  for  admissions  to  increase  with  the  increasing  upper  age  structure  of 
copulation,  allied  to  the  expanding  facilities  and  to  the  confidence  gained  by  the 
(>c  in  the  modern  type  Home.  Hospitals  are  now  more  active  in  seeking  the  ad- 
*Qn  of  semi-fit  ambulant  patients  to  eventide  accommodation,  in  order  to  increase 
-urn-over  of  hospital  beds. 
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Although  there  was  one  vacant  bed  at  Deanfield  and  two  at  Grove  House  at 
December,  1958,  these  were  reserved  for  residents  temporarily  admitted  to  hospit 

It  is  anticipated  that  Romany  House,  Yetholm  (bed  complement,  16),  the  latest  I 
to  be  acquired  by  the  Council,  will  open  sometime  in  the  Spring  of  1959;  and  i 
help  substantially  in  meeting  the  continuing  demand  for  residential  accommodate 

The  Voluntary  Homes— Queen’s  House,  Weens  House  and  St.  Margaret’s — bet 
them  provide  for  rather  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  number  of  elderly  peoj 
Part  III  accommodation. 

The  question  of  an  Eventide  Home  for  Jedburgh  is  under  consideration  by  the  Coi 

Two  problems  frequently  encountered  are  (a)  the  difficulty  of  placing  women  wh 
regarded  as  being  unsuitable  for  admission  to  the  ordinary  type  Home  in  the  Coi 
and  (b)  the  difficulty  of  placing  the  frail  ambulant  type  of  person  who  requires  a 1 
care  and  attention.  The  Hospital  Board  is  increasingly  seeking  admission  of 
patients  to  Eventide  care. 


Convalescent  Homes 

This  Authority  has  no  Homes  of  this  description,  or  arrangements  with  Volu 
Homes. 


Section  17 — Reception  Centres 

There  are  now  no  Reception  Centres  in  the  Council’s  area.  The  only  accommod 
for  the  wayfarer  in  the  County  is  the  common  lodging-house  at  6 Baker  Street,  Hs 
(males  only).  Earlston,  Langholm  and  Peebles  are  the  only  centres  left  in  the  B< 
Area  for  the  overnight  accommodation  of  vagrants,  which  is  now  the  responsibili 
the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Of  the  vagrant  class,  Part  III  Accommodation  was  provided  at  Grove  House,  K 
for  two  males,  both  elderly,  and  in  need  of  care  and  supervision.  The  problem  o 
wayfarer  who  is  old,  crippled,  or  exhausted,  is  still  difficult  and  may  arise  at  a pi 
when  no  accommodation  is  available  in  the  area. 


Section  21(b) — Temporary  Accommodation 

There  were  no  instances  of  fire  or  flood  emergencies  in  the  County ; but  there  w; 
exceptional  number  of  homeless  families,  eight  in  all  (two  evictions).  Most  o 
families  were  re-housed,  after  sustained  efforts  by  the  local  Welfare  Officers,  in  one 
or  another.  In  two  instances  the  children  entered  the  care  of  the  Children’s  Comn 
for  a temporary  period,  the  parents  of  one  family  finding  shelter  elsewhere,  ant 
mother  in  the  second  instance  being  admitted  to  Part  III  accommodation. 

There  were  four  individuals  reported  homeless  by  the  police,  for  whom  hoste 
commodation  was  obtained;  one  woman  being  transported  to  the  Casual  Shelt 
Earlston.  One  man  was  admitted  to  Grove  House,  Kelso,  on  a temporary  basis, 
domestic  trouble. 

There  were  the  usual  enquirers  seeking  accommodation  or  housing  help  for  va 
reasons. 


Section  29 — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 
(a)  Blind  Persons 

Under  agency  arrangements  the  Edinburgh  and  South-East  Scotland  Societ) 
Teaching  the  Blind  to  read  in  their  own  homes  continues  to  attend  efficiently  to  the 
fare  of  the  blind  (and  the  partially  sighted),  providing  instruction  in  Braille  and  N 
reading,  handicrafts,  visitation,  social  amenities,  wireless,  library  facilities  and  the 
through  the  Society’s  Welfare  Officer,  Miss  A.  Moonie. 


Miss  Moonie  writes : 

"During  this  year  one  blind  man  of  fifty  underwent  a course  of  industrial  rehabilita- 
n at  Alwyn  House,  Ceres.  He  has  not  found  employment  yet,  but  the  Ministry  of 
mour  resettlement  officer  has  taken  up  his  case,  and  has  arranged  for  him  to  have  a 
al  as  a machine  operator  when  an  opening  occurs. 

“Three  people  have  been  learning  Braille,  one  completing  the  course,  two  people 
iming  Moon,  and  one  basketry.  One  of  the  Moon  pupils  is  an  inmate  of  Dingleton 
ispital,  a deaf-mute  whose  sight  is  also  failing.  With  so  many  disabilities  he  has  made 
{prisingly  good  progress. 

“Two  wireless  sets  were  supplied  to  blind  people.  One  application  was  submitted  for 
ulking  book  machine.” 


Statistics 

Number  on  Visitation  Roll  (partially  sighted) 

Number  on  Visitation  Roll  (blind)  

7 

Number  registered  during  1958  

1 

Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

2 — 4 years  

— 

1 

5—15  years  

1 

1 

30 — 39  years  

3 

— 

40 — 49  years  

1 

4 

50—59  years  

6 

5 

60 — -64  years  

2 

1 

65 — -69  years  

6 

2 

70 — 79  years  

6 

8 

80 — 84  years  

5 

9 

85 — 89  years  ....  

5 

2 

90  and  over  

2 

2 

Employed — In  workshops  for  the  blind  .... 

37 

35 

2 Males,  1 Female. 

As  approved  Home-Workers .... 

1 Male. 

Unemployed  Blind  Persons  not  trained  but  trainable 

1 Male. 

At  present  there  are  three  men  holding  their  own  in  open  employment. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table,  there  has  been  little  change  in  the  total 
rmber  of  registered  blind  persons.  The  Partially  Sighted  Register  has  been  started, 
it  is  difficult  to  forecast  whether  or  not  this  group  will  be  substantial. 

Tie  age  variance  is  from  3 years  to  95  years.  Some  of  the  blind  require  weekly  visits, 
fi  others  are  visited  quarterly.  With  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  blind  persons 
mg  over  70  years  of  age,  little  scope  is  allowed  for  the  teaching  of  handicrafts  and 
ftthods  of  reading.  Many  have  pastime  occupations  and  many  do  their  own  house- 
;<d  chores. 

As  blind  persons  are  discovered  throughout  the  County  by  the  Authority’s  Welfare 
ificers  (or  the  National  Assistance  Board’s  Officers)  the  cases  are  reported  to  the 
Mety  for  investigation  and,  if  necessary,  inclusion  in  the  Blind  Welfare  Scheme. 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Benevolent  Society  continued,  under  agency  ar- 
ftgements  with  the  Council,  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  persons, 
us  amounts  to  visitation  twice  yearly,  social  meetings,  monthly  religious  services 
uwick  and  Galashiels  centres),  an  annual  Border  Re-union  with  tea,  games  and  danc- 
;;  the  provision  of  hearing  aids,  instruction  and  advice  generally.  The  Society  has 
lown  lady  visitor. 
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The  number  of  enrolled  persons  in  the  County  is  23  (7  males,  16  females).  All  e 
ployable  persons  are  working. 

Male 

15-20  years 


21-30  years 
31-40  years 
41-50  years 
51-60  years 
61-70  years 
71-80  years 
81-90  years 
In  regular  employment 
Home  Housekeeper 
Retired  


1 


Female 

1 

1 


Tot 


2 

2 


1 

4 

5 
2 
2 


12  (Self-employed,  5) 

1 

10  (3  in  Eventide  Homes) 


In  addition,  there  are  two  persons  (1  male,  1 female)  from  this  area  accommodai 
in  the  Society’s  Eventide  Home  at  Castle  View,  Edinburgh. 


The  number  of  partially  deaf  persons  in  the  County  is  undetermined. 


All  cases  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority’s  Welfare  Officers  are  reported  to  t 
Society  for  investigation  and  inclusion  on  the  visiting  list. 


The  Crippled,  Home-bound  and  otherwise  Disabled 


The  Council’s  part-time  Occupational  Therapist  continues  to  visit  weekly  a number 
disabled  people  in  the  Hawick  area,  with  good  results.  One  young  girl  operates  a loo 
another  young  woman  has  a Knitmaster  Machine  on  loan  from  the  Council,  and  a thi 
—a  middle-aged  man — turns  out  hand-made  rugs.  The  range  and  quality  of  goo 
produced  is  excellent;  and  caused  a great  impression  on  members  of  the  Health  a 
Welfare  Committee  when  exhibited  to  them.  This  is  a scheme  which  is  capable  of  gre 
expansion.  At  the  moment  only  notified  cases  coming  to  the  Welfare  Officers’  attenti 
are  being  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  additional  disabled  people  came  to  the  County  Welfare  Office 
notice.  All  were  visited  and  services  varied  from  purely  advisory  to  procuring  assistan 
from  other  local  or  central  Departments,  (e.g.,  National  Assistance,  housing,  ei 
ployment  and  medical  appliances). 

Notifications  of  severely  disabled  persons  are  being  received  in  increasing  numbt 
from  the  National  Assistance  Board,  Ministry  of  Labour,  doctors,  nurses,  and  from  O 
People’s  Welfare  Committees. 

The  actual  numbers  of  the  substantially  handicapped  remain  problematical,  but  it 
certain  that  the  numbers  are  considerable.  Certainly  among  the  older  age  grou 
where  the  incidence  of  injury,  crippling  diseases,  and  other  ailments  are  heaviest,  t 
essential  need  of  house-aids  and  simple  gadgets  to  ease  their  lot  is  very  evident.  The 
is  also  a respectable  number  of  defectives,  adults  and  children,  constituting  a separa 
problem,  especially  where  instruction  is  required,  or  residential  accommodation 
training  at  an  occupational  centre. 

Unquestionably  this  is  a scheme  which  requires  adequate  staffing  and  much  person 
investigation  and  follow-up  work  to  be  really  effective. 

Towards  the  end  of  1958  the  County  Welfare  Officer  had  talks  with  Lady  Minto  at 
the  Secretary  of  the  Roxburghshire  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  regard! 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a voluntary  Committee  in  Roxburghshire  for  the  purpo 
of  searching  out  and  assisting  disabled  people. 

On  the  mental  side,  the  Galashiels,  Selkirk  and  Melrose  Voluntary  Association  f 
Mental  Health  was  active,  concentrating  on  the  development  of  a visiting  service 
Dingleton  Hospital,  and  helping  with  the  problems  of  the  discharged  patient. 


Welfare  of  the  Aged 

There  is  an  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  operating  at  Hawick.  Jedburgh,  Kel 
and  Melrose,  with  whom  the  Council’s  Welfare  Officers  are  actively  associated.  U 
doubtedly  the  highlight  of  the  year  was  the  Conference  held  at  Jedburgh  on  13th  De 
ember.  The  Chairman  was  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell:  and  Miss  Stein,  Secreta 
of  the  Scottish  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee,  was  the  principal  speaker. 


All  Committees  operate  one  or  more  welfare  schemes: 

Hawick — Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme  delivers  thrice  weekly  up  to  65  meals  per  delivery 
uy.  Old  people  living  alone  are  visited  regularly  by  Committee  Members  and  Visitors, 
mitting  wool  continues  to  be  issued  to  individuals,  hospitals  and  residential  homes, 
me  Committee  are  anxious  to  establish  a Darby  and  Joan  Club,  though  the  difficulty 
securing  suitable  premises  remains.  A fund  is  being  started  for  that  purpose.  En- 
rrtainment  featured  largely  in  Old  People’s  Week,  1958,  and  there  was  a Xmas  dis- 
bution  of  tea.  Film  Shows  were  introduced  in  the  winter  period  at  all  the  Eventide 
comes  and  at  Drumlanrig  Hospital.  The  various  Town  and  Church  Guilds,  Rotary, 
- itish  Legion,  W.R.l.  and  other  bodies  held  functions  and  outings  for  the  elderly, 
nanks  to  the  support  of  affiliated  bodies,  factory  employees,  and  the  public,  the  Com- 
ttee  is  self-supporting. 

.Jedburgh — Meals  on  Wheels,  Home  Visitation  and  Chiropody  services  are  firmly 
. ablished.  A Church  Service,  a Concert,  and  Visitation  were  the  main  features  of 
id  People’s  Week.  The  Old  Men’s  Club,  started  by  Toe  H,  is  proving  very  successful. 

IMelrose~-The  Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme,  introduced  in  1957,  is  working  satisfactorily 
is  the  Chiropody  Scheme,  which  is  managed  by  Red  Cross  personnel  working  in  con- 
viction with  the  medical  practitioners.  Home  Visitation  continues.  A Concert 
_s  given  in  Old  People’s  Week. 

Svelso — Chiropody  at  the  Bowmont  Street  Clinic  continues  to  meet  the  need  over  a 
Je  area.  Meals  on  Wheels  is  now  well  established,  and  Home  Visitation  continues. 

iropody  Service 

Care  of  the  feet  in  the  County  is  largely  done  by  the  Roxburghshire  Branch  of  the 
Ltish  Red  Cross  Society.  In  Hawick  the  Red  Cross  work  independently,  while  at 
iburgh  and  Melrose  Red  Cross  personnel  work  in  liaison  with  the  local  Old  People’s 
-Ifare  Committees.  The  Jedburgh  Committee  employs  a qualified  chiropodist  for 
Bse  cases  requiring  more  than  ordinary  foot  care. 

Ihe  Kelso  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  employs  a qualified  chiropodist  at  the 
•wmont  Street  Clinic — open  one  day  per  week. 

rhe  Eventide  Homes  throughout  the  County  provide  the  services  of  a qualified 
ropodist  to  those  requiring  the  service. 

»thing  Centres 

t is  noteworthy  to  include  a reference  to  the  Clothing  Depots  provided  and  run  by 
'_V.S.  personnel  at  Hawick,  Jedburgh  and  Kelso.  They  are  proving  of  great  value  in 
isting  old  people  and  others  in  need  of  clothing. 

ertions  37  and  39 — Registration  and  Inspection  of  Homes 

None. 

ction  47 — Removals  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Protection 

None. 

rtion  58 — Protection  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospitals  and  Homes 
Action  taken  in  three  instances. 

i~tion  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead 
" Part  III  burials. 

Tonic  Sick 

There  were  a number  of  elderly  people  admitted  to  chronic  sick  hospitals  through 
representations  of  the  Welfare  Officers  at  Hawick  and  Kelso. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

(a)  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Measures  taken  for  prevention  of  mental  illness,  care  and  after  care  of  tb*  mentally  ill  a 
defective 

On  the  question  of  local  health  and  welfare  for  discharged  patients,  the  Psvchiat 
Social  Worker,  Dingleton  Hospital,  works  closely  with  the  Local  Authority’s  Welfc 
Officers.  Home  Helps  continue  to  be  provided  in  households  where  there  is  a menta 
ill  person,  generally  at  the  request  of  Doctors,  Nurses,  Children’s  Officer  Natioi 
Assistance  Board,  or  the  Visiting  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Dingleton  Hospital. 

There  were  the  usual  reciprocal  arrangements  between  mental  hospital  and  eventi 
home  in  regard  to  accommodation. 

The  Galashiels,  Selkirk  and  Melrose  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health  v, 
very  active  in  visiting  Dingleton  Hospital  and  in  dealing  with  problems  of  dischara 
patients.  ° 

(b)  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts,  1857-1866 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  on  certification  ....  4 9 13 

Admitted  to  Dingleton  Hospital  as  voluntary  patients  — . . 

The  number  of  persons  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  tends  to  fall,  as  the  volunta 
method  of  admission  is  favoured  whenever  possible.  The  figures  above  of  cour‘ 
reter  only  to  those  cases  notified  to  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  for  action. 

(c)  Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  (Scotland)  Acts.  1913-40 

1.  Arrangements  for  ascertaining  and  supervising  Mental  Defectives 

Local  Authority  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Welfare  Officers,  Police,  General  Prac 
tioners,  the  Education  Authority,  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Probation  Offic 
and  the  Children  s Officer  continue  to  report  any  defectives  under  this  heading. 

M.  F.  Tot 

Placed  to  Institutional  care,  being  over  16  years  or  out- 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  Education  Committee  ...  2 2 4 

A,  number  of  patients  were  examined  by  the  Visiting  Specialist  and  placed  on  tl 
waiting-list  for  Gogarbum.  Admission  to  Gogarburn  is  decided  by  the  Edinburg 
and  S.E.  Regional  Hospital  Board  s Assessment  Panel  in  the  light  of  medico-^oci; 
reports  furnished  by  the  various  County  Medical  Officers. 

The  Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  visit  and  supervise  any  defectivi 
in  the  area,  apart  from  the  boarded-out  patients  mentioned  below. 


2.  Guardianship  M p 

Number  of  boarded-out  patients  receiving  allowances  at 

31/12/58  6 6 ,2 

Additions  during  year — 1 male. 

Age  Groups — Over  21  years  347 

Between  16  and  21  years 2 2 4 

Under  16  years  1 1 


3.  Arrangements  lor  carrying  out  the  Statutory  duty  to  provide  occupation  and  training  fo 
defectives  in  the  area  (occupation  centres,  industrial  centres  for  adults,  horn 
teaching  of  individuals  and  groups) 

No  arranSements  for  occupational  or  industrial  centres,  etc.  Cases  notified  to  th 
We  taie  Authority  are  generally  assisted  to  find  employment  either  through  the  machiner 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  or  by  individual  efforts  of  the  Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers’ 
One  young  woman  receives  instruction  on  a loom  from  the  Council's  part-time  Oc 
cupational  Therapist. 

Reference  has  been  made  earlier  to  the  preliminary  talks  between  Red  Cross  and  th< 
County  Welfare  Officer  on  the  setting-up  of  a voluntary’  Disablement  Aid  Committee 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  experiment  will  include  the  mentally  handicapped — a field  ir 
winch  the  Red  Cross  Society  are  greatly  interested — and  from  that  training  and  in- 
struction of  individuals  or  groups  may  emerge. 

With  one  exception,  none  of  the  boarded-out  defectives  in  the  care  of  the  Authority 
are  capable  of  undertaking  training  or  instruction. 

24 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Provision  of  Part  III  Accommodation 
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Residents  at  31st  December,  1957 

Admissions  to  31st  December,  1958  .... 

Discharged  during  Year 

Number  removed  to  Hospital  .... 

Number  re-admitted  during  year 

Number  died  

Otherwise  ceased 

Residents  at  31st  December,  1958 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT 

Year  Ending  31st  July,  1958 

Infectious  Disease 

Apart  from  a somewhat  raised  incidence  of  measles  and  chickenpox  during  the  Sprir 
and  early  Summer,  and  an  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  Hawick  schools  during  Winti 
term  1957,  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  calls  for  little  comment. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

91-6%  of  children  entering  school  for  the  first  time  had  been  immunised  again 
diphtheria.  Of  the  same  group  79-5%  had  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  It 
interesting  to  note  that  an  examination  of  the  immunisation  and  vaccination  state  < 
school  leavers,  i.e.,  children  bom  in  1941,  showed  that  100%  had  been  immunise 
against  diphtheria  and  96%  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

4,061  pupils  were  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

472  children  aged  13  + were  Mantoux  tested.  374  were  found  suitable  for  vaccinatio 
with  B.C.G.  vaccine  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  342  had  been  vaccinated. 


Speech  Therapy 

The  Speech  Therapy  Service  carried  on  the  good  work  of  previous  years.  We  hav 
undertaken  the  treatment  of  several  pre-school  children  nearing  school  age  as  it  w i 
thought  better  to  treat  such  children  then  so  that  they  might  enter  school  without  such 
defect. 


Audiometric  Service 

Audiometricians  from  St.  Giles  School  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  continued  to  examin 
selected  age  groups  and  the  table  showing  the  results  of  their  testing  reveals  numbers  t 
children  who  have  varying  degrees  of  deafness. 


Mental  Health 

Special  Classes  are  now  established  at  Hawick,  Kelso  and  Jedburgh,  and  they  hav 
carried  out  excellent  work.  They  have  been  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  presence  of 
few  pupils  not  entirely  suitable  for  such  education  but,  with  the  absence  of  an  Occupt 
tional  Centre,  it  is  very  difficult  to  provide  suitable  tuition  for  the  lower  grades  of  menta 
ly  handicapped  children.  This  is  one  branch  of  our  work  for  handicapped  childre 
where  we  are  completely  lacking  in  facilities  and  in  a scattered  rural  community  perhap 
the  solution  will  be  found  in  the  collaboration  of  a number  of  neighbouring  Authorise 
to  provide  such  a Centre. 

Uncleanliness 

The  incidence  of  uncleanliness  remains  low.  A few  families  in  one  area  continue  t 
provide  the  majority  of  the  cases  and  the  parents  seem  quite  unable  to  profit  by  advic 
or  help.  33  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  a verminous  condition  of  th 
head,  i.e.,  0-52%  of  the  school  population. 

1.  Average  number  of  pupils  on  registers  for  session 6371  ■ 

2.  Total  average  attendance  5870' 

3.  Average  of  percentage  attendance  91  -6 

4.  Average  school  rolls : 

Senior  Secondary  Schools 


Hawick  High  School 

980-6 

Kelso  High  Secondary  .... 

330 

Junior  Secondary  Schools 

Denholm  

211-6 

Newcastleton  

159 

Melrose  Grammar  .... 

346  0 

Newtown  St.  Boswells  .... 

278' 

Jedburgh  Grammar  .... 

693-1 

Hawick  Roman  Catholic.... 

145- 

Morebattle  

173-3 
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rrum 

Lnslie 

gsmill 

iling 

ford 

1am 

n Douglas 
cvick  Bumfoot 
cvick  Drumlanrig 
wrick  St.  Mary’s 
kvick  Trinity 
Lvick  Wilton 

ton 

bkirk 

so  High  Primary 

kton 

npitlaw 

iesleaf 

burgh  St.  John’s 


Primary 

89  0 
23-1 
12-3 
28  0 
15-3 
31  7 
161 
506-9 
306-2 
81  -6 
286-9 
335  0 
21-2 
64-3 
561-0 
15-4 
18-8 

62- 9 

63- 1 


Schools 

Makerstoun 

Minto  .... 

Newmill 

Oxnam 

Pleasants 

Riccarton 

Roberton 

Roxburgh 

St.  Boswells 

Sandystones 

Saughtree 

Smailholm 

Southdean 

Sprouston 

Stichill .... 

Teviothead 

Towford 

Yetholm 


16- 4 
11-7 

17- 2 
21  9 
201 

14- 5 

15- 7 
11-4 

133-0 

18- 8 
11-0 
16  7 
130 
42-0 
19-3 
190 
11-3 
84-8 


Table  I 

.al  number  of  children  examined  at  school : 

Entrai  ts — No  previous  routine  inspection 
Second  Age  Group — Born  1948 

Third  Age  Group — Bom  1944  

Fourth  Age  Group — Bom  1941 

Total 


Pupils  born  in  1950  (Vision  and  Hearing  only) 

Special  cases  

Re-inspections  


Systematic  Other  Systematic 
Examinations  Examinations 
373  46 

623  9 

534  1 

25  — 


1555 


56 

Other 

Examinations 

472 

45 

65 


umber  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  examinations  who  were  noti- 
to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries) . 

Entrants  98 

Second  Age  Group  I!** 

Third  Age  Group 69 

Fourth  Age  Group 

1950 — Vision  and  Hearing  29 
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TABLE  IF— STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— Continued 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— Continued 


STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS— Continued 
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(Vision  and  Hearing  only) — Vision  242  230 

Hearing  ....  242  230 


TABLE  m— SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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TABLE  IV 


RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE 

IN  THE  AREA 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools 
or  classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

BLIND  

- - 

- 

. 



!No  Vision  in  one  eye 

3 

— 

— 

3 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED— 

((a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition  

((b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration,  etc., 
which  render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school  books 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school .... 

DEAF— 
Crade  I 

123 

123 

•Grade  II A 

100 

1 

' 

101 

•Grade  IIB 

19 

— 

— 

19 

•Grade  III 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DEFECTIVE  SPEECH— 

<a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 
measures  

((b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE— 
•(Children  between  5 and  1 6 years) 
(a)  Educable  (LQ.  approx. 
50-70)  

18 

28 

46 

(b)  Ineducable  (LQ.  generally 
less  than  50) 

— 

2 

8 

10 

EPILEPSY— 

'(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

12 

12 

'(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 
residential  school)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE— 
((Children  between  5 and  16  years) 
(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(excluding  cervical  glands). ... 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  condi- 
tions   

932 

r - 

932 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

14 

— 

— 

14 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health 

6 

6 
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TABLE  IV — Continued 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools 
or  classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

8.  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS— 

I Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  physically  de- 
fective (general  ortho- 
paedic conditions) 

1 

1 

II  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  epilepsy  (mild).... 

_ 

1 

. 

1 

Ill  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  epilepsy  (severe) 

_ 



. 

. 

IV  Mentally  defective  (ineduc- 
able) and  blind  

_ 

V Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective 
(“  General  orthopaedic 
conditions”)  

VI  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (mild) 

3 

3 

VII  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  epilepsy  (severe) 

__ 



1 

1 

VIII  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  physically  defective 
(“other  causes  of  ill 
health”)  

1 

1 

IX  Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  deaf  

X Mentally  defective  (educable) 
and  blind 

XI  Other  multiple  defects 

9 

1 

2 

12 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Number 

Age 

Examined 

Yrs. 

Mths. 

ENTRANTS— 

Boys  

182 

5 

5 

Girls  

191 

5 

6 

SECOND  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

316 

9 

7 

Girls  

307 

9 

6 

THIRD  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

283 

13 

10 

Girls  

251 

13 

9 

FOURTH  AGE  GROUP— 

Boys  

8 

16 

10 

Girls  

17 

16 

10 

Average 


Height 

(Ins.) 


Weighi 

(lbs.) 


43-51 

43-C4 


52-50 

51-92 


61-34 

61-49 


67-25 

63-85 


43-17 

43-07 


64-76 

64-38 


99-61 

104-00 


132-0 
126  06 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT 


>'  Minor  Ailments 

1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin  : 

Ringworm  (scalp)  

Ringworm  (body)  

Scabies  

Impetigo  

Other  Diseases  

5.  Treatment  for  verminous  infestation 

6.  Bums  and  scalds  

7.  U.V.R.  Treatment  

8.  Others  


Total 


67 

2 

2 


8 

40 

16 

135 


No.  of  Children  visited  during  the  year  by  School  Nurses  196 

Total  No.  of  visits  paid 634 

> Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Dr  J.  Burns-Brown  acts  as  Ophthal 
jlogist  for  the  School  Medical  Service  in  the  County. 

Children  referred  for  examination  at  the  request  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  or  of 
2 General  practitioners. 

Clinics  held  at: 

Springbank  Clinic,  Hawick. 

Waterside  Clinic,  Jedburgh. 

St.  Dunstan’s  Clinic,  Melrose. 

Bowmont  Street  Clinic,  Kelso. 

Cases  requiring  operative  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh. 
Forty-three  sessions  have  been  held  during  the  School  year;  the  details  are  as  follows : 

Appointments  made  363 

Appointments  kept 
Glasses  Prescribed 
Present  Glasses  suitable  .... 

Glasses  requiring  alteration 
Glasses  no  benefit 

No  visual  defect  

No  treatment  required 
Return  at  later  date 

To  be  seen  at  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 


277 

94 

105 

11 

9 

15 

58 

11 


:<e-School  Children  treated  under  Scheme: 


Appointments  made 
Appointments  kept 
Glasses  Prescribed 
Present  Glasses  suitable 
Glasses  requiring  alteration 
Glasses  no  benefit 
No  visual  defect 
No  treatment  required 
Return  at  later  date 
To  be  seen  at  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 


43 

33 

6 

6 

5 


16 

1 


CO  Conditions  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

1 School  Children  who  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  condition  affecting  the  Ear, 
:ose  and  Throat,  are  referred  to  the  E.N.T.  specialist  for  examination,  when  sue  i is 
nsidered  necessary,  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  or  at  the  special  reques  o gene 
factitioners. 
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Clinics  are  conducted  by  Specialists  supplied  by  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospit 
Board,  Scotland.  This  Department  receives  regular  lists  of  all  children  seen  and  ope 
ated  on  by  visiting  Specialists. 

Number  of  School  Children  examined  

Number  of  School  Children  operated  on  ....  i 

Pre-School  Children  treated  under  Scheme 

Number  of  Pre-School  Children  examined ; 

Number  of  Pre-School  Children  operated  on  

(D)  Orthopaedic  Treatment 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  suffering  from  orthopaet 
defects  who  have  been  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  school  medical  officers 
general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr  R.  I.  Stirling,  F.R.C.f 
Edinburgh,  acts  as  consultant  and  clinics  are  held  monthly  at  various  centres. 

School  Children  on  active  treatment  register  at  1/8/57  6 

School  Children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31/7/58  9. 


Distribution  of  cases: 


Date 

Hawick 

Kelso 

Jedburgh  Melrose 

Newcastle^ 

1/8/57 

204 

180 

106 

101 

26 

31/7/58 

310 

265 

161 

165 

31 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics: 

No. 

of  Clinics 

No.  ofchildn 

Centre 

held 

examined 

Hawick  .... 

8 

210 

Jedburgh  .... 

...»  .... 

.... 

5 

87 

Kelso 

5 

153 

Melrose  .... 

2 

38 

Morebattle 



2 

8 

Newcastleton 

1 

22 

Newtown 

2 

20 

Total  ....  25  538 


Record  of  Attendances  at  Treatment  Clinics: 
Month 

1957  August  

September  

October  

November 

December  

1958  January  

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

Institutional  Treatment: 

In  residence  1/8/57 
Admissions 
Discharges 
In  residence  3 1 /7/58 
Patient  Days 


Clinic 

118 

555 

878 

775 

430 

630 

806 

702 

617 

770 

925 

302 


Home 

11 

56 

68 

51 

70 

74 

75 
81 
74 
74 

121 

117 


9 

19 

23 

5 

. 2,071 
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kislfication  of  Hospital  Cases: 
tteral  Supracondylar  osteotomy  of 

imur  

<e  deformity — left  foot  

t genital  talipes  equino  varus 
<ettage  of  cyst  of  lower  end  of  right 

smur  

lormity  of  both  feet 

ision  of  left  knee 

■don  deformity  of  the  interphalan- 

eal  joint — fourth  left  toe 

mu-valgum 

> deformity  


Investigation  of  quadriceps  1 

Left  semi-membranous  bursa  ....  1 

Lengthening  of  the  tendo-achilles  1 

Osteochondritis  of  the  lumbar  spine  1 
Pain  in  left  knee  1 

Poliomyelitis  8 

Semi-membranous  bursa — right  1 


Sub-acute  osteomyelitis  lower  end  of 
the  tibia  1 

Tight  tendo-achilles  and  marked  pes 
cavus  * 

Tubercular  focus  in  left  calcaneus  1 


SPEECH  DEFECTS 


tal  number  continued  from  1956-57: 

School  

Pre-school  


ses  referred : 
School 
Pre-school 

t tal  cases  treated: 
School 
Pre-school 


I tendances: 
School 
Pre-school 


aises  discharged: 
School 
Pre-school 


otal  cases  to  be  continued  to  1958-59: 

School  

Pre-school  


Stammering 

60 

Other  Disorders 
550 

Total 

60 

550 

16 

126 

1 

7 

Total 

17 

133 

43 

249 

1 

4 

Total 

44 

253 

797 

2,606 

26 

83 

Total 

823 

2,689 

6 

64 

Total 

6 

64 

42 

182 

1 

4 

Total 

43 

186 

Note — Children  on  the  current  waiting  list  num^  ^e 

om  1956-57  are  accounted  for  by  the  existence  of  arf  • nccti  0f  speech  therapy 
rge  number  of  these  children  were  found  to  be  no  g " ated.  P 
hen  re-tested  and  they  have  not  been  added  to  the 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


TABLE  V 

(1)  Inspected  by  Dental  Officer 


HAWICK,  ETC.,  AREA 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15  + 


(a)  Routine 

(b)  Specials  and 

Inspections 

Emergencies 

T( 

280 

2 

21 

239 

4 

2s 

274 

4 

2' 

268 

2 

2‘ 

266 

2 

2( 

347 

4 

3‘ 

262 

1 

2( 

188 

2 

1< 

278 

1 

2: 

266 

2( 

46 

— 

L 

49 

— 

A 

2763 

22 

278 

(2)  (a)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(b)  Number  accepting  treatment 

(c)  Number  signing  card  for  private  treatment 
...  W Number  known  to  be  treated  privately 

(3)  Number  treated  during  year 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 

(5)  Number  of  completed  cases 

(6)  Fillings— (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

_ (b)  Temporary  Teeth 

(7)  Extractions— (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

...  (b)  Temporary  Teeth 

18)  Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

(9)  Other  operations— (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

A , . (b)  Temporary  Teeth 

(10)  Orthodontic  cases: 

(a)  Visits  118 

(b)  Treatment  ....  92 

(c)  X-ray  16 

(11)  Half-days: 

(a)  Inspection  ....  41 

(b)  Treatment  ....  352 


Routine 

Specials 

Inspections 

Emergen 

1441 

22 

512 

22 

929 

403 

512 

22 

1803 

26 

441 

22 

1448 

9 

106 

181 

2 

458 

21 

37 

3 

465 

4 

166 

2 

KELSO,  MELROSE,  JEDBURGH,  ETC.,  AREA 
(1)  Inspected  by  Dental  Officer: 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15  + 


(a)  Routine 
Inspections 
80 


65 

103 

92 

58 

48 

31 

14 

20 

13 

4 


(b)  Specials  and 
Emergencies 
25 
21 
37 
31 
28 
20 
23 
16 

7 
6 

8 
6 


Tot  a 
105 
86 
140 
123 
86 
68 
54 
30 
27 
19 
12 
6 


528 


228 


756 
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22)  (a)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(b)  Number  accepting  treatment  

(c)  Number  signing  card  for  private  treatment 

(d)  Number  known  to  be  treated  privately 
E3)  Number  treated  during  year 

M)  Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 

C5)  Number  of  completed  cases  

B6)  Fillings — (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  

r 7)  Extractions— (a)  Permanent  Teeth 
(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

H8)  Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

|»9)  Other  operations— (a)  Permanent  Teeth  .... 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 


Orthodontic  cases : 

(a)  Visits  

....  1,039 

(b)  Treatment 

....  1,482 

(c)  X-rays  

299 

Half-days: 

(a)  Inspection 

13 

(b)  Treatment 

403 

Routine 

Inspections 

477 

409 

55 

27 

864 

2916 

732 

1215 

383 

115 

1523 

1523 

684 


Specials  and 
Emergencies 
228 
228 


228 

228 

228 

41 

37 

18 

200 

104 

39 


REMARKS 


Kelso,  Melrose,  Jedburgh,  etc..  Area— Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  Dental  Officer 
Ten  Orthodontic  Consultant  Clinics  were  held  for  cases  in  Kelso,  Jedburgh,  Melrose 
md  Newtown  St.  Boswells  districts. 

During  the  session  the  vacancies  in  the  Hawick  area  were  filled.  Dr  J.  J.  Mann  and 
Miss  M.  Crosbie  were  appointed  and  commenced  duty  on  3/10/57. 

The  Newtown  St.  Boswells  Clinic  was  transferred  from  its  temporary  accommodation 
nthe  Medical  Department  in  the  new  wing  of  the  school  and  new  dental  equipment  was 


installed. 

We  continue  to  have  a high  percentage  of  acceptance  of  treatment  (85-7%  for  the 
session).  Although  this  is  very  satisfactory  in  itself,  it  inevitably  curtails  the  numbei  ot 
inspections  which  can  be  done  and  prolongs  the  time  required  to  do  the  complete  circuit 
tf  the  schools.  There  is  at  present  too  great  an  interval  between  routine  inspection  ol 
isach  child  with  consequent  increase  in  the  amount  of  treatment  required. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS 


SCHOOL  MAINTENANCE 


The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  County  Architect:  ^ 

Cogsmill — Floor  repaired  in  Classroom  and  new  floor  laid  in  “School  Meals  Scullery. 
Crailing — New  area  of  tarmac  laid  in  Playground. 


New 


Hawick  Bumfoot— Tarmac  laid  around  swings. 

Hawick  Trinity— Temporary  facilities  provided  for  “School  Meals  Service. 

Makcrstoun — Service  line  led  forward  to  School  and  electric  1 iBlitinst  a I loci . 
avatories  provided  in  School,  with  new  drainage  system  and  septic  tame. 

Newtown  St  Boswells— Two  corridors,  stair,  vestibules  and  two  lavatories  redecorated. 
''Vail  re-sited  at  side  entrance  and  tarmac  path  laid  to  same. 
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Pleasants  Playground  re-surfaced.  New  floor  laid  in  main  classroom. 

Sandystones— Playgrounds  re-surfaced.  Water  supply  augmented. 

Smailholm— Lino  laid  in  “School  Meals”  Scullery. 

Meirose  Grammar— Three  classrooms  extension  with  lavatories,  cloakrooms  and  st 
room  with  lavatory  (Opened  after  Summer  Holidays,  1957)  es>  cloaKrooms  and  st 

<tJfferVt0Wn  StJBoswelIs— Two  classrooms  with  lavatory  and  cloakroom  accommodate 
staff  room  with  lavatory  and  medical  wing.  (Opened  after  Easter  Holiday,  1 958). 

^^^^o'omand  H^^master’s^w 


AUDIOMETRIC  TESTING  SESSION  1957-58 


• children  were  tested,  and  314  received  second  tests  making  a total  of  2 190  te< 
n 44  working  days.  This  gives  an  average  of  42-6  children  per  working  Sy  and  49 
tests  per  working  day.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  absentee  figures  foHas?  veai 
defective  children  is  twice  that  of  the  general  groups  of  children  M 
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Infants  admitted  during  1957 

% of  No.  Listed  

% of  No.  Tested 
Born  1949 
% of  No.  Listed 
% of  No.  Tested 
Secondary  admits  during  1 957 
% of  No.  Listed 

% of  No.  Tested  

Children  absent  from  last 

604 

629 

503 

566 

93- 7 

600 

95-4 

475 

94- 4 

517 

91  -3 
549 

91-5 

446 

93-9 

49 

8-7 

51 

8-5 

29 

61 

28 

5 0 
26 

4-3 

19 

4 0 

17 

3 0 
24 

4 0 
8 

1-7 

4 

0-7 

1 

0-2 

2 

0-4 

38 

6-3 

29 

4- 6 

28 

5- 6 

L 

session’s  tests  (all  groups) ... 

107 

71 

67 

4 

2 

2 

17 

19 

Children  known  to  be  de- 

fective  last  session 
% of  No.  Listed 

172 

138 

80-3 

54 

84 

35 

43 

6 

19 

15 

% of  No.  Tested 

39-2 

60-8 

— 

1 1 0 

8-7 

Children  put  forward  by 

" 

— 

school  for  opinion 

35 

35 

27 

8 

22-8 

% of  No.  Tested 

— 

— 

— 

Total  No.  of  Known  Cases  of 
Defect  in  the  County 

— 

— 

— 

243 

123 

101 

19 

— 

— 

Notes.  Jhe  total  number  of  defective  cases  in  the  County  does  not  equal  the  summatio 
°f_th®  ®r°,u,ps  Slnc^  s?me  children  may  be  represented  in  more  than  one  group 
session  h d may  ^ b°m  949  but  may  have  bcen  known  as  a defective  las 


ta^SST’  'han  grad'  M bU'  Cann0,  bc  eradcd  2A 
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COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 


d The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
and  the  Convener  and  County  Councillors 
of  the  County  of  Roxburgh. 

«our  Grace,  My  Lords,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1958 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  Circular  No.  9/59, 
Shave  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 

The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  are  particularly 
wanked  for  the  support  and  encouragement  afforded  me. 

My  thanks  are  also  gratefully  offered  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  my  fellow 
Rficials  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  advice. 

To  my  staff  I am  indebted  for  their  loyal  and  willing  help. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  I.  FRASER, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 


41 


PART  I— INTRODUCTION 

The  general  services  ( i.e .)  water  supplies,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  and  pu 
cleansing,  were  provided  and  maintained  on  the  same  basis  as  last  year. 

No  major  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  schemes  were  started  and  having  regard  to 
tact  that,  in  course  of  the  year,  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  were  lar 
removed,  this  appears  to  me  to  be  a matter  for  regret. 

In  view  of  the  expenditure  involved  and  in  the  light  of  changes  in  rating  which  will  t 
place  in  1961  it  was  decided  to  defer  consideration  of  a comprehensive  report  on  a di 
labour  scavenging  scheme  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  arrangement  whereby 
service  is  provided  by  a number  of  private  contractors. 

Under  the  heading  of  ’‘Food”  it  will  be  noted  that  contrary  to  expectations  the  Fi 
Hygiene  Regulations  did  not  come  into  force  in  1958.  The  survey  of  food  premi 
nevertheless,  continued  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  nearing  completion. 

One  other  development  I suggest,  is  worthy  of  mention.  On  1st  October  1958 
County  of  Roxburgh  was  declared  an  “Attested  Area.”  This  means  that  for  al’l  pract 
purposes  tuberculosis  of  cattle  was  nonexistent  in  the  county  at  that  date  and  represt 
a further  and  significant  development  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture’s  plan  for 
eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis. 


PART  n— PUBLIC  SERVICES 

1.  DRAINAGE 
Special  Drainage  Districts: 


No  special  drainage  districts  were  formed  in  1958. 
therefore,  at  23,  with  a total  valuation  of  £63,460. 


The  number  of  districts  remain! 


Major  Drainage  Projects: 

In  answer  to  a request  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  a list  showing  the  order 
which  the  County  Council  wished  to  carry  out  the  various  major  drainage  scherr 
already  approved  in  principle  it  was  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  order  of  prior 
should  be:  F 

Newtown  St.  Boswells  (including  Bowden). 

Gattonside. 

Morebattle. 

Lanton. 

Denholm. 

Newcastleton. 


B was  further  agreed  to  recommend  that  as  the  Gattonside  scheme,  which  will  be  ioi 
with  Melrose,  had  not  been  finalised,  the  Department  of  Health  be  approached 
sanction  schemes  in  the  following  order: 

Newtown  St.  Boswells  (including  Bowden). 

Morebattle. 

Lanton. 

Denholm. 

Newcastleton. 

on  the  understanding  that  authority  to  proceed  with  the  Gattonside  project  b<*  grant! 
as  soon  as  the  joint  proposals  are  completed  and  approved.  B 

It  is  I suggest,  a matter  for  regret,  however,  that  despite  a relaxation  by  the  Goven 
ment  of  their  previous  policy  o(  restricting  capital  expenditure,  no  major  dramage" 
sewage  disposal  scheme,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  first  phase  of  the  Sol 
scheme  involving  the  provision  of  a number  of  additional  manholes  on  and  some  r 
alignment  of  the  existing  sewerage  system,  was  started  in  1958.  ome  " 

If  quite  serious  nuisance  conditions  arc  to  be  avoided  every  effort  will  rem.in-  to  h 
made  to  start  work  on  the  schemes  already  provisionally  appZS S jSSj 
Boswells,  Morebattle  and  Newcastleton  as  early  as  possible  in  1959.  It  is  to  be  hope 
too,  that  as  soon  as  the  first  phase  of  the  Denholm  scheme  has  been  completed  ?h 
Gounct!  s Consultant  Engineers  will  submit  their  final  proposals  for  the  second  nhas 
which  will  include  recommendations  for  new  sewage  purification  works  P 
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n connection  witn  the  Newcastleton  scheme,  an  interim  report  was  received  from  the 
isultant  Engineers  in  which  they  recommended  the  re-laying  ot  approximately  50 
11s  of  sewer  in  Langholm  Street  and  the  construction  of  13  manholes  at  various  points 
he  existing  sewerage  system  at  a total  estimated  cost  ot  £2,000. 

was  agreed  to  accept  the  interim  report  and,  as  a matter  ol  urgency,  to  ask  the  Con- 
sults to  arrange  for  2 manholes  to  be  constructed  on  the  sewer  in  Doncaster  Street. 

This  work  was  carried  out  immediately.  Unfortunately,  however,  by  the  end  of  the 
— no  further  progress  had  been  made  and  this,  inevitably,  will  delay  the  second  and 
r-e  important  phase  of  the  scheme. 

file  Lanton  scheme,  the  proposals  for  which  were  submitted  by  the  County  Engineer, 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Department  of  Health  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £8,286. 

. Department  intimated,  however,  that  work  should  be  deferred  pending  a supply  of 
xer  from  the  Ale  Water  Scheme  being  introduced  into  the  village. 

mor  Improvements  carried  out  to  Existing  Sewerage  Systems  and  Sewage  Purification 
Works : 

fhe  following  is  a record  of  minor  works  of  improvement  carried  out  under  the 
xervision  of  this  department : 

tccia.l  Drainage  District  Works  carried  out 

iiinslie  Dirt  boxes  for  manholes  (14)  provided.  Cost — £45. 

nchester  Bridge  Private  road  leading  from  main  road  to  sewage  purification 

works  re-shaped  and  tarmacadamised.  Cost— £75. 

“Creda”  water  heater  installed  in  pump-nouse.  Cost— £20. 

tiiem  Approximately  30  yards  of  6 ins.  S.  & F.  sewer  replaced  with 

pitch  fibre  pipes  of  same  diameter  and  manholes  (2)  pro- 
vided. Cost — £120. 

wvcastleton  Section  of  6 ins.  C.I.  sewer  under  Mill  Lade  replaced.  Cost — 

£20. 

instead  Top  soil  spread  over  area  within  perimeter  fence  to  take  grass 

seed.  Cost — £35. 

I’wtown  St.  Boswells  Section  of  6 ins.  f.c.  sewer  replaced.  Cost  £35.  ... 

22  yards  6 ins.  f.c.  sewer,  which  had  collapsed,  replaced  with 
6 ins.  pitch  fibre  pipes.  ... 

Part  of  south  bank  of  Newtown  Burn  strengthened  with 
galvanised  weldmesh  “Gabions.”  Cost  £85. 

Steps  constructed  to  give  access  from  Manse  to  Glen.  Cost — 
£4. 

Stock-proof  fence  erected  on  north  side  of  access  road  to 
sewage  purification  works.  Cost — £45. 

Bank  on  south  side  of  above  access  road  planted  out  with 
shrubs.  Cost — £35. 


irouston 


. Boswells 


pichill 

'own  Yetholm 


6 ins.  S.  & F.  drain  from  5 cottages  re-aligned  to  connect  to 
main  sewer.  Cost — £175. 

Bridge  giving  access  to  sewage  purification  works  strengthened. 
Cost— £90. 


Sludge  beds  (2)  modified  to  permit  of  sludge  being  composted 
on  lines  of  experimental  plant  at  Ncwstead. 


Vlaturing  bay  erected.  Cost — £250. 

Hoads  and  footpaths  within  perimeter  fence  of  sewage  puri- 
ication  works  tarmacadamised  and  verged.  Cost  £>30. 
Defective  cement  plaster  on  humus  tanks  (2)  repaired.  Cost 
□0. 


Repair  and  re-alignment  of  6 ins.  S.  & F.  drain  and  formation 
of  manholes  (2).  Cost — £130. 


Construction  of  additional  manhole  on  6 ins.  S.  & F.  sewer, 
Cost — £35. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  undemoted  improvements  were  carried  out  unde 
general  direction  of  the  County  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers : 

Special  Drainage  District  Works  carried  out 

St.  Boswells  Replacement  of  spalling  brickwork.  Cost — £250. 

Town  Yetholm  Provision  of  additional  sludge  bed.  Modification  of  exi 

sludge  beds  (4).  Replacement  of  spalling  brickwork, 
vision  of  “cat-walk”  and  de-watering  valves  at  all  sludge  l 
Cost — £550. 

(Note— These  works  were  not  completed  at  the  end  of 
year). 

Wilton  Dean  Replacement  of  defective  sewer.  Cost — £250. 

Finally,  at  Eckford,  which  is  not  a Special  Drainage  District,  a contribution  of 
was  paid  towards  the  cost  of  cleaning  out  and  deepening  a ditch  between  the  main  i 
and  the  River  Teviot  into  which  the  effluent  from  a number  of  septic  tanks  in  the  villa 
discharged.  It  was  also  arranged  that  the  ditch  be  maintained  in  future  at  the  mu 
charge  of  the  superiors  and  the  County  Council. 


Routine  Maintenance  of  Sewage  Purification  Plants: 

Routine  maintenance  of  the  sewage  purification  plants  at  Bonchester  Bridge,  T< 
Yetholm  and  St.  Boswells,  at  all  of  which  full  treatment  is  afforded,  was  again  car 
out  as  part  of  the  duties  of  the  special  districts  officers  appointed  in  these  areas,  wl 
the  full-time  drainage  attendants  again  assumed  responsibility  for  maintaining  the 
maining  works. 

That  the  special  districts  officers  fulfilled  their  duties  adequately  is  borne  out  by 
fact  that,  of  6 samples  of  sewage  effluents  taken  by  the  Inspector  and  Chemist  to 
Tweed  River  Purification  Board  all  but  one  was  satisfactory.  Details  of  these  and  c 
number  ot  other  samples  taken  by  the  Board’s  Inspector  are  included  in  another  par 
this  report. 

In  my  opinion,  the  drainage  attendants  too,  carried  out  their  duties  most  credital 
albeit  that  the  analytical  reports  on  sewage  effluent  samples  taken  from  the  par 
treatment  plants  under  their  control  were  not,  in  every  case,  satisfactory- 

In  a number  of  cases,  particularly  at  Ancrum,  Bowden,  Denholm  and  Newtown, 
plants  are  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  present  flows,  and  at  these  places,  the  pro  vis 
of  up-to-date  works  is  eagerly  awaited. 

Gattonside,  of  course,  is  still  without  any  sewage  purification  facilities  and,  invarial 
large  quantities  of  sludge  and  faecal  matter  were  present  in  the  River  Tweed  immediat 
downstream  of  the  sewer  outfall. 

At  Bonchester  Bridge  and  Town  Yetholm,  in  addition  to  the  minor  works  of  impro' 
ment  referred  to  earlier  in  this  report,  arrangements  were  made  to  paint  the  pump-hou 
and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  roadways  and  paths  within  the  perimeter  fern 
of  these  works  are  already  tarmaced  and  verged,  further  enhanced  the  appearance  of  1 
works  areas. 


Special  Drainage  Districts: 

Emptying  of  Gully  Boxes: 

The  arrangement  whereby  this  department  undertakes  the  emptying  of  gully  bo> 
in  the  special  drainage  districts  on  behalf  of  the  Roads  Department  continued,  eve 
effort  being  made  to  have  the  work  carried  out  at  regular  monthly  intervals. 


Desludging  of  Private  Septic  Tanks: 

Almost  maximum  use  was  made  of  the  scheme,  inaugurated  last  year,  whereby  tl 
department  undertakes  by  arrangement,  and  for  a fixed  hourly  charge,  to  desludge  sept 
tanks  serving  private  properties. 
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IThe  work  was  again  undertaken  by  the  drainage  attendants  using  the  equipment 
serred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  and  that  it  was  well  carried  out  is,  I think,  evident  from 
* fact  that  not  only  were  no  complaints  received  regarding  the  service  but,  again, 
:<eral  grateful  proprietors,  who  quite  evidently  had  had  difficulty,  in  the  past,  in  getting 
«ontractor  to  do  this  type  of  work,  acknowledged  their  appreciation  of  it,  in  letters  to 
ft:  department. 

lin  the  majority  of  cases  sludge  pumped  out  from  the  septic  tanks  was  spread  over 
Hcultural  land  using  a special  patented  spraying  device  with  which  the  vehicle  is 
Loipped.  When  no  land  was  available  or  when  weather  contitions  prevented  the 
•nicle  getting  on  to  a field,  the  sludge  was  taken  to  the  nearest  sewage  purification 
nrks  for  further  treatment  and  final  disposal. 


■mposting: 

TThe  experimental  composting  plant  at  Newstead,  briefly  referred  to  in  last  year’s 
wort,  came  into  operation  early  in  the  year  and  because  of  a desire  to  keep  labour 
orges  to  a minimum  and  the  fact  that  no  household  refuse,  other  than  a little  ash,  is 
pxed  with  the  straw  and  sewage  sludge,  the  final  product  is  not  comparable  with  the 
rmmercial  article  produced  by  Dumfriesshire  at  the  Kirkconnel  plant  or  by  Edinburgh 
itheir  Dano  plant  at  Seafield.  The  results,  on  the  whole,  however,  have  exceeded  my 
oectations. 

IThe  process  adopted  at  Newstead,  briefly,  consists  of  mixing  pre-determined  quantities 
i straw,  a neutralising  agent  like  ground  limestone  or  shell  grit,  ash  and  sewage  sludge 
;.a  small  compartment  or  cell  where  it  remains  for  2-3  days  by  which  time  the  moisture 
intent  is  reduced  sufficiently  to  allow  fermentation  to  start. 

The  mixture  is  then  turned  into  another  compartment,  where,  with  the  introduction 
; air  resulting  from  the  transfer  from  the  mixing  cell,  bacterial  activity  commences  and 
s temperature  rises  to  about  1 65°F.-1 72°F.  which,  of  course,  is  lethal  to  disease-bearing 
Iganisms.  The  mixture  remains  in  the  composting  cell  for  about  six  weeks,  after  which 
me  it  is  transferred  to  a maturing  bay  where  it  remains  for  a further  six  to  eight  weeks, 
Upending  on  weather  conditions.  The  mature  compost,  which,  at  Newstead,  is  not 
rrther  treated,  has  the  appearance  of  well  rotted  farm-yard  manure.  It  is  more  at- 
itctive  to  handle  than  air  dried  sludge;  it  is  compact;  it  is  odourless  and,  being  com- 
r.ratively  dry,  it  is  capable  of  being  easily  and  readily  handled. 

i Following  the  comparative  success  of  the  Newstead  experiment  it  was  decided  to  adapt 
r'o  sludge  beds  at  St.  Boswells  sewage  purification  works  for  composting  and  also  to 
tcommend  that  the  sludge  beds  at  the  proposed  sewage  purification  works  for  Newtown 
..  Boswells  be  modified  for  the  same  purpose. 

l In  common  with  almost  every  other  development,  composting  has  its  supporters  and 
> protagonists.  In  so  far,  however,  as  the  composting  which  is  being  or  will  be  under- 
Iken  in  this  area  is  concerned,  I think  the  undernoted  points  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

1.  It  was  attempted  in  the  first  instance: 

(a)  because  farmers  were  reluctant  to  handle  an  air  dried  sludge  which,  as  a result, 
was  accumulating  at  a number  of  sewage  purification  works  and  giving  rise,  in 
at  least  one  instance,  to  a rather  serious  nuisance  condition; 

(b)  to  overcome  the  labour  difficulties  attached  to  the  handling  of  air  dried  sludge, 
a basically  tedious  and  unpleasant  task  which  is  rendered  more  tedious  and 
more  unpleasant  when  it  has  to  be  done  under  adverse  weather  conditions. 

2.  It  is  being  done  without  any  increase  in  staff  so  that  the  time  which  can  be  spent  on 
it  is  not  unlimited  and  depends,  to  a large  extent,  on  the  other  duties  to  be  under- 


taken.  , . 

3.  It  is  not  being  done  on  a commercial  scale  for  the  reason  given  at  2 above  and  also 
because,  having  regard  to  the  quantity  of  sludge  and  straw  readily  available,  ex- 
penditure  on  additional  plant  (e.g.)  a shredder,  is  not  warranted. 

4.  It  cannot  be  expected  to  pay  for  itself  no  more  than  can  the  disposal  of. air  dried 
sludge  or,  for  that  matter,  of  household  refuse.  Sludge,  whether  or  not  it  is  com- 
posted, is,  in  my  opinion,  an  integral  and  important  part  of  the  treatment  of  sewage, 
and  it  has  to  be  got  rid  of,  from  time  to  time,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  sludge 
storage  space,  at  the  average  works,  is  restricted.  I feel  that  any  income  which 
might  accrue  from  its  sale  to  persons  who  are  prepared  to  bag  it  at  the  works  and 

remove  it  in  their  own  transport  is  incidental . , , . c 

It  would  I think  be  remiss  of  me  if,  at  this  stage,  I failed  to  thank  the  many  farmers 
ho  were  good  enough  to  provide,  free  of  charge,  sufficient  straw  to  enable  composting 
' be  carried  out.  Without  their  help  and  co-operation  operating  costs  would  have  been 
tat  much  higher. 
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Drainage — Genera! : 

The  following  is  a summary  of  routine  duties  carried  out  by  this  department  under 
above  heading: 

1.  Regular  routine  visits  to  each  of  the  21  sewage  purification  works  in  the  Iandw; 
area. 

2.  The  tracing  of  sewers  and  sewer  manholes  in  a number  of  districts  in  respect 
which  drainage  record  drawings  are  either  inaccurate  or  incomplete. 

3.  The  immediate  investigation  of  complaints  received  about  choked  or  defect 
sewers  and  drains  and  the  making  of  arrangements  to  have  these  nuisance  a 
ditions  abated  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

4.  The  “laying  off”  and  the  testing  of  house  drains. 

5.  The  supervision  of  the  modifications  undertaken  in  Midlem,  Newstead  Sproust< 
St.  Boswells,  Stichill  and  Town  Yetholm  special  drainage  districts. 

6.  The  sending  of  notices  to  farmers  and  householders  who  requested  the  services 
the  cesspit/gully  emptying  vehicle  advising  them  of  the  date  and  time  o!  arrival 
the  vehicle.  This  arrangement  is  designed  to  save  time  on  the  day  on  whmh  t 
sludging  takes  place. 

Public  Conveniences: 

No  new  public  conveniences  were  provided  in  1958. 

The  existing  conveniences  at  Newcastleton  and  St.  Boswells  were  again  maintain 
by  the  special  districts  officers  in  these  areas  whilst,  at  Denholm,  the  work  was  carried  o 
by  a part-time  attendant. 

Maintenance,  generally,  was  of  a high  standard  and  whilst,  on  the  whole,  the  preroii 
were  not  abused,  a number  of  quite  unnecessary  and  inexplicable  acts  of  vandalism  we 
perpetrated. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Scotland  Act,  1951: 

Reports  on  samples  of  sewage  effluents : 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  sampling  work  undertaken  by  the  Inspector  ar 
Chemist  to  the  Tweed  River  Purification  Board  whose  help  and  ready  co-operation 
gratefully  acknowledged: 


No. 

Special  Drainage 
District 

Type  of 
Plant 
Installed 

Date 

Installed 

Classification 

of 

Sample 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

Ancrum 

Blainslie 

Bonchester  (Sample  1) 

Bonchester  (Sample  2) 

Bowden 

Denholm 

Gattonside 

Heiton 

Lilliesleaf  (North) 

Maxton 

Newstead 

Newtown 

Roxburgh  (Sample  1) 
Roxburgh  (Sample  2) 
Smailholm 

Sprouston  (Sample  1) 
Sprouston  (Sample  2) 
Stichill 

St.  Boswells  (Sample  1) 

St.  Boswells  (Sample  2) 
Yetholm,  Kirk 
Yetholm,  Town  (Sample  1) 
Yetholm,  Town  (Sample  2) 

Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Full  treatment 
Full  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
No  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Full  treatment 
Full  treatment 
Partial  treatment 
Full  treatment 
Full  treatment 

pre  1939 
1957 
1956 
1956 
pre  1939 
pre  1939 

pre  1939 
pre  1939 
pre  1939 
1956 
pre  1939 
1955 

1955 

1956 
1955 
1955 

pre  1939 
1953 
1953 
1953 
1953 
1953 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory' 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory- 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory- 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory- 

Unsatisfactory 
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-nber  of  samples  taken  from  works  giving  full  treatment  

Number  satisfactory  5 

Number  unsatisfactory  1 (See  comment  No.  5 below) 


rmber  of  samples  taken  from  works  giving  only  partial  treatment  17 

Number  satisfactory  7 

Number  unsatisfactory  10 


"he  Board’s  Inspector,  in  a letter  accompanying  the  reports,  stated: 
hat  he  was  pleased  with  the  continued  good  results  of  samples  taken  from  Bon- 
:chester  Bridge,  St.  Boswells  and  Town  Yetholm; 

hat  the  effluent  from  the  partial  treatment  plant  at  Newstead  was  of  a very  good 
quality; 

-hat  he  had  reported  adversely  to  his  Board  on  the  effluents  from  Ancrum,  Bowden, 
'Newtown  St.  Boswells,  Roxburgh  and  Sprouston,  and  had  given  it  as  his  opinion 
t hat,  in  every  case,  the  bad  results  were  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  partial  treatment 
Iplants,  rather  than  to  inefficient  maintenance; 

ihat  the  synthetic  detergent  concentration  in  the  second  sample  taken  at  Sprouston 
was  much  higher  than  is  normally  present  in  domestic  sewage; 
chat  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  the  second  sample  (No.  23)  taken  at  Town  Yetholm 
was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  modifications  to  the  works  were  in  progress  at  the 
time  of  sampling. 

lOeansing: 

ecial  Scavenging  Districts: 
tension  of  Boundaries: 

During  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  Bonchester  Bridge 
ccial  Scavenging  District  to  include  a new  agricultural  worker’s  cottage  at  Langraw. 

flection  of  Refuse: 

A twice  weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  in  that  part  of  the  Rox- 
rghshire  Special  Scavenging  District  comprising  the  villages  of  Ancrum,  Bowden, 
nholm,  Eildon,  Gattonside,  Lilliesleaf,  Midlem,  Newstead,  Newtown  St.  Boswells 
1 St.  Boswells.  The  remaining  villages  in  the  above  district  (i.e.)  Crailing,  Eckford, 
nam,  Heiton,  Lanton,  Maxton,  Roxburgh,  Smailholm,  Sprouston  and  Stichill  re- 
ved  a once  weekly  service  only  as  did  the  districts  of  Bonchester  Bridge,  Kirkton, 
arebattle,  Town  Yetholm,  Kirk  Yetholm  and  Southdean.  The  annual  cost  of  these 
■vices,  from  which  2,144  houses,  etc.,  benefited,  amounted  to  £2,706  16s. 

1 n addition,  organised  scavenging  facdities  were  provided  for  389  subjects  in  New- 
ttleton  and  Wilton  Dean  by  a private  contractor  and  Hawick  Town  Council  re- 
cctively  at  a total  annual  cost  of  £278  4s. 


sposal  of  Refuse: 

following  upon  the  closure  of  the  refuse  depots  at  Kirk  Yetholm  and  Morebattle  the 
Iiposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  from  subjects  within  the  Roxburghshire,  Town 
td  Kirk  Yetholm  and  Morebattle  special  scavenging  districts  was  confined  to  two 
oots,  one  at  Newtown  St.  Boswells  and  the  other  at  Softlaw  Quarry,  near  Kelso. 

IThe  former  depot  is  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  this  department  whereas 
'Softlaw  Quarry  tipping  operations  and  the  control  of  the  depot  are  supervised  by  the 
r rgh  Surveyor  of  Kelso,  the  County  Council  by  agreement,  paying  a proportion  of  the 
uintenance  costs  on  a “per  capita”  basis.  This  arrangement  has  worked  particularly 
! 11  since  its  inception  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Burgh  Surveyor  for  his  co-operation. 

■Refuse  from  the  remaining  special  scavenging  districts  was  disposed  of  as  follows: 


Special  District 
Bonchester  Bridge 
Kirkton 
Wilton  Dean 


Situation  of  Depot 

Haughhead  near  Hawick  where,  as  in  the  case  of  Softlaw, 
the  depot  is  supervised  and  controlled  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor 
of  Hawick,  the  County  Council  paying  a levy  of  1/-  per 
load.  This  arrangement,  thanks  to  the  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Burgh  Surveyor,  whose  help  1 acknowledge,  also 
worked  extremely  well. 


Quarry  in  field  to  west  of  the  village. 

Area  of  ground  £ mile  to  the  north  of  the  village. 
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Southdean 

Ncwcastleton 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Refuse: 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  each  of  the  above  depots  by  applying  a form  of  contro 
tipping.  The  success  of  this  particular  operation  depends  to  a very  large  extent  on 
amount  of  supervision  it  can  be  given  by  this  department  and  whether  or  not  it  is '<S. 

SK  azas.  - pari  °f  ,heir  — « • • « « <*. s 

A.t  Newtown  St.  Boswells,  for  instance,  where  some  2,000  tons  of  refuse  is  deoosi 
annually,  the  depot  attendant  does  an  extremely  good  job  of  work  with  the  minim 
ot  mechanical  equipment  and  by  adhering  strictly  to  a pre-conceived  plan  he  has 
only  extended  the  “ life  ” of  the  depot  very  considerably  buS“  ls?kS)ftteaS  f 
fiom  serious  nuisance,  a not  unimportant  matter  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  de^ 
is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  village. 

At  the  Newcastleton  depot,  on  the  other  hand,  conditions  were  not  nearly  so  sa 
factory  mainly  because  of  the  continued  unauthorised  and  indiscriminate  dumping 
membierS ° Prubllc-  Following  a complaint  from  the  superiorsPofS 
ground,  a complaint  which  I may  say,  was  well  justified,  the  sum  of  £35  was  spent 
t dying  up  the  area  generally  and  restoring  it  to  a reasonable  condition. 

If,  however,  indiscriminate  dumping  continues,  and,  having  regard  to  the  isola 

,S  dmCah  *°  « P ®ppId8a„oUe“fuhnV=ir°S 

During  the  year  the  irresponsible  actions  of  a small  minority  who  dumped  refuse 
discrimmately  about  the  countryside  gave  this  department  a lot  of  unnecessary  wc 
and  involved  the  ratepayers  m quite  unnecessary  expense.  In  this  connection  I have 
mind,  particularly,  the  £75  which  had  to  be  spent  at  Lanton  to  level  and  blind  an  area 

SdnOI1AWhlCh  r£fuse  had  been  dumPed  and  the  £10  or  so  which  it  cost  to  errc 
notice  on  Ancrum  Common  requesting  persons  not  to  dump  refuse  there. 

contro* led  tipping  adequate  blinding  of  refuse  is  absolutely  necessary  if  nuisar 
conditions  are  to  be  avoided  and  I think  it  has  to  be  accepted  that  blinding  costs  i 

thi  ke  >h  decre,ase’  .at  least  m the  foreseeable  future.  One  obvious  reaSin  for  this 
that  with  more  electric,  gas  and  oil  burning  appliances  being  installed  in  houses  and  a 
no  doubt  because  of  the  price  of  coal,  coal  ash,  so  useful  Is  a blinlng  material  is 
J°fn£e'  a*  PIentifuI  as  it  used  to  be.  During  the  summer  months,  indeed8  the  ash  come 
o the  average  refuse  bin  is  negligible.  Other  materials,  therefore,  have  to  be  utilise 

SiSSAfX”  are  not  f°“"<i  to  hand’  allowa,,“  mus‘  made  for  ,h 

. ^ince  the  War’  indeed’  the  whole  composition  of  household  refuse  has  chanced  a 
today,  the  percentage  of  waste  paper,  cartons,  tins,  etc.,  is  fESfcZ 

Suggested  Direct  Labour  Scavenging  Scheme: 

Generally  speaking,  the  various  contractors  employed  by  the  Countv  Counril  r-m-i 

° fohmv  mindS  ehfficiently  andwhh  remarkably  few  complaints  from  householders 

aril  f<^y^edrnh°  HeVew  mdlrect  scavenging  schemes  which  have  operated  in  tl 
area  for  some  considerable  time  now  have  the  following  disadvantages: 

(i)  in  the  event  of  a contractor  wishing,  for  anv  reason,  to  terminate  his  contract 

J^^uSSbteStaSS*’  lf  n0t  qUite  impOSsib,e’  to  obtain  the  services * 

(n)  the  contractors  and  their  employees  cannot  be  directly  supervised- 

<"')  ahpffi  by  ,hC  iS  "»•  suitable  fro; 

(iv)  the  contractors,  whilst  most  willing  to  co-operate  on  the  whole  arc  unable  (> 

form  nt°/  rCfh  °f Space  oa  tilcir  vehicles,  and  (b)  because  the  service  does  n< 
™pr  of  their  contracts,  to  uplift  garden  refuse  on  a regular  basis  As 
vsult,  a nunrbei  ol  householders  have  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  dr 

nfnhl°nihCCTUlat,0nS  °f  this  tyPe  of refuse  whilst  theffiSuffinate^ ^dumpiS 
of  it  by  olheis  has  given  rise  to  more  than  one  rather  serious  nuisance  condition 

material  l°be  f°r  the  re®uIar  collection  of  suitabl 

material  lor  blinding  the  various  refuse  dumps  in  use- 

(V°  SrLdrdfficu] taLdUnhf»'! **' ’ at,  Southdean,  is  exhausted  it  is  likely  to  prov 
extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a suitable  alternative  dumping  site. 
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Tie  alternative  to  a series  of  schemes  run  on  the  above  lines  is  a scheme  operated  by 
County  Council,  with  their  own  refuse  freighters  and  crews.  A comprehensive 
cort  on  a suggested  direct  labour  scheme,  using  fore-and-aft  freighters,  to  embrace 
existing  scavenging  districts,  other  than  Newcastleton  and  Wilton  Dean,  and  to 
ude  a number  of  villages  and  inhabited  areas  which,  at  present,  have  no  organised 
wengtng  facilities,  was  therefore  submitted.  After  a full  discussion  it  was  agreed,  in 
j.v  of  the  expenditure  involved  and  in  the  I ight  of  changes  in  rating  which  will  take  place 
961,  to  defer  consideration  of  the  report. 

m my  opinion,  the  inauguration  of  a direct  labour  scavenging  service  should  not  be 
ayed  indefinitely  and,  in  this  connection,  it  is  significant,  1 suggest,  that  of  fourteen 
al  authorities  circularised  for  general  information  on  the  scavenging  service  provided 
tthem,  all  but  two  operate  direct  labour  schemes. 

■vage: 

flection  and  Disposal  of  Waste  Paper: 

The  refuse  attendant  employed  at  the  Newtown  St.  Boswells  depot  continued  to  bale 
ste  paper  whenever  his  other  duties  permitted.  The  baled  paper  was  collected  by  a 
llton  firm  and  its  sale  realised  the  sum  of  £40. 

*er  Bins: 

Surprisingly  little  damage  was  caused  to  the  various  I itter  bins  erected  some  time  ago  in 
majority  of  special  scavenging  districts.  The  bins  continued  to  serve  a useful 
rpose  and  bearing  in  mind  the  terms  of  the  Litter  Act,  which  received  the  Royal 
Bent  on  7th  July  and  came  into  force  one  month  later,  consideration  will  probably 
ive  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  additional  bins  in  a number  of  places. 
tThe  effect  of  Section  1(1)  of  the  above  Act  is  to  make  an  offence  “the  unauthorised 
< ving  of  litter  when  it  is  thrown  down,  dropped  or  otherwise  deposited  in,  into,  or 
►m  any  place  in  the  open  air  to  which  the  public  are  entitled  or  permitted  to  have 
pess  without  payment,  and  to  make  the  offender  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a 
:e  not  exceeding  ten  pounds.  A covered  place,  such  as  a bus  shelter,  which  is  open  to 
E air  on  at  least  one  side,  is  regarded  as  being  a place  in  the  open  air  for  the  purposes 
I the  Act.  Section  1(2)  enables  local  authorities,  including  certain  joint  boards  and 
rish  councils,  to  institute  a prosecution  for  an  offence  under  the  Act.  It  is  also  open 
•any  private  individual  and  the  police  to  institute  proceedings.  So  far  as  1 am  aware, 
.-wever,  the  latter  authority  did  not,  in  fact,  take  any  formal  action  during  the  last  five 
rsnths  of  the  year. 

reeping  of  Streets: 

IThe  sweeping  of  streets  is  included  in  the  duties  undertaken  by  the  full-time  special 
• tricts  officers  employed  in  Newcastleton,  St.  Boswells  and  Town  and  Kirk  Yetholm, 
yist,  in  Newtown  St.  Boswells,  the  refuse  attendant  devotes  some  twelve  hours  per 
t ek  to  carrying  out  this  work.  . 

fThis  is  a service  which,  on  ihe  whole,  is  well  done  and  is,  I think,  appreciated  by  the 
*jority  of  people  in  the  villages  concerned. 


(ts  Shelters: 

IThe  special  district  officer  in  St.  Boswells  is  responsible,  also,  for  maintaining  the  bus 
islter  in  the  village  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition  and  this  work,  too,  is  efficiently  carried 

[On  the  subject  of  bus  shelters  1 am  of  the  opinion  that,  sooner  or  later,  consideration 
till  have  to  be  given  to  their  provision  at  suitable  places  throughout  the  landward  area. 
|ne  cannot  say  they  are  not  required  on  health  grounds  for  what  can  be  worse  for  the 
1 blic,  generally,  and  old  persons,  particularly,  to  be  thoroughly  soaked  whilst  awaiting 
:rbus  and  then  having  to  sit  in  the  vehicle  in  their  wet  clothes  until  they  reach  their 
Ifstination. 


Water  Supplies: 
e Water  Scheme: 

The  exceptionally  severe  weather  conditions  experienced  during  the  early  months  of 
year  made  it  impossible  for  a time  to  maintain  the  usual  rate  of  progress  on  the  above 
.erne. 

Included  in  the  contracts  completed  or  in  hand,  were  the  following: 
ontract  2 (Reservoir  and  tunnel).  Work  carried  out  to  the  extent  of  ap- 

proximately £60,000. 
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Contracts  7 and  8 (Stirches-Muirfield)  and  (Muirfield-Minto).  Completed. 

Contract  9 (Lanton-Ancrum).  Pipes  laid,  jointed,  tested  and  back-filled  f 

Lanton  clear  water  tank  to  junction  with  the  Ancrum-St.  Bos\ 
road;  all  valve  chambers  and  marker  posts  erected  in  the  seel 

Contract  10  (Minto  Townhead-Bedrule).  Approximately  one-third  of  p 

laid  and  about  one-sixth  pressure  tested  and  trench  back-fil 
all  materials  for  the  pipe  bridge  crossings  of  the  Rivers  Teviot 
Rule  delivered. 

Contractll  (Bedrule-Bonjedward).  Pipes  strung  out. 


Sampling  of  Public  and  Private  Supplies: 

The  following  is  a summary  of  samples  taken  from  both  public  and  private  supt 
and  submrtted  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination: 


Supply 

Samples  taken 



Res 

utts 

C 

Ihemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Good 

Fair 

Ba 

Public 

42 

42 

42 

— 

— 

30 

2 

i 

Private 

3 

31 

3 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Notes— 1.  As  formerly,  copies  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  on  public  wa 
supplies  were  passed  to  the  County  Surveyor  and  Engineer  whose  staff  te 
appropriate  remedial  measures  where  necessary. 

2.  Of  the  7 unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  taken  from  private  suppl 
- weie  taken  from  the  same  source.  Remedial  measures  were  immediat 
put  in  hand  and  the  report  on  a 4lfollow-up”  sample  was  satisfactory. 

3.  15  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  serving  propert 
m respect  of  which  improvement  grants  in  terms  of  the  Housing"  (Scotlai 
Act,  1950  were  approved.  2 samples  only  were  unsatisfactory."  As  one 
the  two  proprietors  concerned  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  a supply  from  A. 
moor  as  soon  as  it  becomes  available  it  was  agreed  that  only  the  minimi 
remedial  measures  should  be  taken.  In  the  case  of  the  other  unsatisfacto 
sample,  several  alternative  sources  of  supply  were  investigated  and  one  whi 
proved  on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory  was  substituted  for  the  original  supp 


New  Legislation: 


PART  III— HOUSING 


, The  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Temporary  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  which  affects  deco 
a ,nefnts  who  have  received  notice  to  quit  under  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  R< 
^c?,’ I957;  received  Royal  Assent  on  1st  August  and,  in  the  latter  half  of  December,  t 
print  S ^C°t  anC^  ’ as  amcr|ded  by  the  Scottish  Standing  Committee,  appeared 

The  Bill  follows  on  the  report  of  the  “Guest  Committee’  on  “Building  Legislation 
Scotland  and  incorporates  the  majority  of  that  Committee’s  recommendations.  F 
instance,  it  makes  new  provision  for  safety,  health  and  other  matters  in  respect  of  t 
construction  of  buildings  and  for  safety  in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  building  operatior 
Bor  these  purposes  it  will  establish  building  authorities  for  burghs  and  landward  are 
° counties.  It  will  also  amend  the  powers  of  local  authorities  in  relation  to  buildin 
which  are  below  prescribed  standards  or  arc  considered  to  be  dangerous. 


Administration  of  Existing  Building  Legislation: 

The  responsibility  for  examining  and  reporting  on  all  building  byelaw  and  improve 
ment  grant  applications,  as  well  as  applications  for  grants  in  terms  of  the  County  Cour 
cu  s Scheme  ol  Assistance  lor  the  provision  of  houses  for  agricultural  workers,  is  veste 
'V;15  deP^tment  and,  in  1958,  183  applications  under  those  different  headings  w-er 
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This  very  important  work  necessitated  some  412  visits  which  were  made  by  !he  in- 
sctorate  in  order  to : 

(i)  ensure  that  the  works  were  being  carried  out  in  a workmanlike  manner  and  in 
accordance  with  approved  plans  and  specifications ; 

(ii)  “lay  off” and  test  drainage  systems; 

; iii)  examine  completed  works,  and,  where  necessary; 

((iv)  recommend  the  payment  of  grants  and/or  the  issue  of  “Certificates  of  Occupation.” 

irmanent  and  Temporary  Houses: 

(ogress  during  period  1st  January,  1945  to  31st  December,  1958: 

|lln  the  period  1st  January,  1945  to  31st  December,  1958,  815  permanent  houses  were 
[rmpleted  in  the  landward  area,  585  by  the  County  Council  under  the  direction  of  the 
feunty  Architect,  and  230  by  private  owners  and  others. 

1:125  temporary  (pre-fabricated)  dwellings  were  also  erected  during  the  above  period. 

LAt  the  end  of  the  period  under  review,  18  County  Council  houses  and  28  private 
itterprise  houses  were  under  construction. 

musing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Part  II: 
musing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952: 

ousing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  I: 

([Notices  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  were  served  on  the 
wners  of  the  undemoted  properties  which  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 
fbitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable  cost. 

(i)  Houses  (4),  Maisondieu. 

(ii)  Cowbog  Old  Tollhouse,  Morebattle. 

G.iii)  Timber  Dwellings  (4),  Humershall,  Kelso. 

•(iv)  “Riverview,”  Lilliesleaf. 

[Thereafter,  a Demolition  Order  was  served  on  the  owner  of  the  subject  at  (ii)  above 
[,d  formal  undertakings  “Not  to  Re-let”  were  accepted  in  respect  of  the  subjects  at 
and  (iii)  and  also  in  respect  of  the  following  subjects  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report: 

(i)  House,  Main  Street,  Morebattle. 

(ii)  No.  2 Oxton  Cottage,  Town  Yetholm. 

•(iii)  “Millbrae,”  Kirk  Yetholm. 

j (tv)  Timber  Dwellings  (3),  Mossend,  Ancrum. 

(v)  Spylaw  Cottage,  Kelso. 

I (vi)  Pilmuir  Farmhouse,  Hawick. 

I By  3 1 st  December,  1958,  however,  the  owners  of  the  following  properties  had  not 
fbmitted  proposals: 

(i)  House  at  West  End,  Lilliesleaf.  (a) 

(ii)  Lilac  Cottage,  Lilliesleaf.  (a) 

l (iii)  House,  Town  Yetholm  (Miss  Herbert),  (a) 

I (iv)  House,  Town  Yetholm  (Miss  Hay),  (a) 

(v)  Haughhead  Farm  Cottage,  Hawick,  (a) 
f (vi)  “Riverview,”  Lilliesleaf. 

Kote — (a)  See  my  report  for  1957. 

Jccidcnts  in  Houses  Closed  or  awaiting  Demolition: 

In  June  the  Department  of  Health  issued  a circular  setting  out,  as  a general  guide  in 
>e  hope  that  it  may  contribute  to  the  public  safety,  steps  which  might  be  taken  by  county 
nuncils  to  prevent  accidents  occurring  in  houses  closed  or  awaiting  demolition  and  the 
(ounty  Council  agreed  that  copies  of  Section  9 Notices  and  Demolition  Oidcrs  be  sent 
o the  Electricity  and  Gas  Boards  concerned  in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  dis- 
nnnect  the  respective  services. 

lousing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  II: 

• ent  Act,  1957: 

No  formal  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Acts  were  re- 
vived although  the  tenants  of  3 houses  made  tentative  enquiries  about  the  granting  of 
ertificates  following  receipt  of  intimations  from  the  owners  of  the  properties  of  then 
•itention  to  increase  the  rents  by  the  statutory  amounts. 
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Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950— Part  VII: 

Although  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  again  devoted  to  examining  and  report 
on  applications  for  improvement  grants,  as  the  undernoted  table  shows,  the  downw 
trend  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  continued  at  least  w'th  respect  to  the  number 
houses  involved,  the  estimated  cost  of  works  of  improvement  and  the  amount  paid 
way  of  grant. 


Site  Visits, 
meetings 
with 

Architects, 

etc. 

Houses  Involved 

Estimated 

Cost 

of  Works 

Amount  Pa 
by  way  of 
Grants 

Appl 

ications 

Apartments 

Lodged 

Approved 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 + 

27 

(23) 

27 

(23) 

114 

(97) 

1 

(1) 

17 

(22) 

16 

(24) 

2 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

£32,171  4 5 

(£41,807  8 9) 

£11.687  8 
(£16,472  12 

Note:  Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1957. 


The  100%  approval  of  applications  was  not  accomplished,  I mav  say  without 
some  cases,  several  site  meetings  with  architects  and/or  builders  and,  once  again 
should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  extended 
those  people  to  members  of  this  department. 

Quite  rightly,  they  have  the  best  interests  of  their  clients  at  heart.  Nonetheless  tl 
are  invariably  ready  to  modify  layouts  and  incorporate  additional  works  in  order  tl 
their  schemes  might  come  up  to  the  standard  demanded  by  the  County  Council  in 
applications  involving  payment  of  grants  whethei  by  a central  or  local  authority. 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950: 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  Section  3: 

Provision  of  New  Houses  for  Agricultura  1 Workers: 


One  application  for  the  erection  of  a 3-apartment  non-traditional  (Dorran)  bungah 
was  approved  for  grant  (£240)  in  terms  of  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  of  Assistar 
lor  the  provision  of  houses  for  agricultural  workers. 


Building  Byelaws: 

The  following  applications  under  the  Building  Byelaws  were  approved  after  examin 
tions  and  reports  by  this  department: 

Alterations  to  houses 

Erection  of  buildings  other  than  for  human  habitation 
Alterations  to  buildings  other  than  for  human  habitation 


This  compares  with  128  applications  approved  last  year. 

regard  to  the  contravention  of  the  byelaws  mentioned  in  last  year's  report, 
was  finally  decided  that  this  department  should  prepare  an  overlay  to  the  original  pk 
submitted  showing  the  additional  work  required.  This  was  done  and  by  the  end  oft! 
year  the  scheme  of  improvements  was  well  in  progress 


“Laying  off”  of  House  Drains  and  Drain  Tests: 

It  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  for  drainage  arrangements  to  be  shown  in  det: 
on  plans  accompanying  applications  for  building  bvelaw  approval  and  this  oniissic 
necessitated  many  site  meetings  with  architects  and/or  builders  to  "lay  off"  drains. 

thereafter,  at  the  appropriate  times,  these  drains  and  a number  of  others  were  sul 
jected  to  and  successfully  withstood  a smoke  test. 


Certificates  of  Occupancy: 

, Following  final  inspections,  17  certificates  were  issued  to  the  effect  that  new  house 
«u  cC.n . 1 , ,ln  accordance  with  approved  plans  and  specifications  and  were  considcre' 
to  be  fit,  in  all  respects,  for  human  habitation. 
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mts,  Vans  and  Sheds: 

irhe  two  main  camping  sites  in  the  county,  both  of  which  cater  for  tent  as  well  as 
- avan  dwellers,  were  visited  regularly  throughout  the  summer  months  ^ was  a sm^ler, 
itrirted  site  at  Kirk  Yetholm,  in  respect  of  which  approval  was  given  for  the  installation 
“'pip/ d w«erVu»ly1nd  thl  erection  of  a toilet  block,  with  separate  W.Cs,  and  wash- 
md  basins  for  males  and  females. 

All  three  sites  were  well  conducted  and,  as  in  each  case,  suitable  arrangements  were 
Sg  for  the  storage  and  regular  removal  of  camp  refuse  as  well  as  for  the  treatment  and 
*al  disposal  of  sewage  and  waste  water,  no  nuisance  conditions  were  noted  or  reported. 
IThree  notices  in  terms  of  Section  1 of  the  Council’s  Byelaws  for  regulating  the  use  ot 
mts,  vans  and  sheds  were  received  and  visits  were  paid  to  the  sites  concerned  to  ensure 
at  the  remaining  sections  of  the  Byelaws  were  being  complied  with. 

Two  general  dealers,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  failing  to  notify  the  appropriate  authorities 
at  they  were  occupying  tents  on  the  same  site  for  periods  in  excess  ot  7 days,  were 
,ch  fined  £1  5s  6d  at  Jedburgh  Sheriff  Court. 

Rather  surprisingly,  nuisance  conditions  caused  by  a number  of ‘ 

-ted  in  setting  ud  camp  in  a quarry  despite  repeated  warnings  not  to  do  so,  ceased  w n 
JropriS^WO?d™Kces 'JSercrttd  on  .he  site  on  an  occasion  when  It  was  not 
-ine  used  as  a gipsy  encampment.  , . 

The  provision  of  additional  sanitary ; facilities  at .St  Boswells  for  use  during 
ays  of  the  annual  fair  was  again  considered  but,  by  the  time  o ,c  iqsq  fair 

rther  had  been  done.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  facilities  will  be  available  for  the  1959  fair. 


PART  IV— FOOD 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

•ew  Legislation:  . . 

The  following  Regulations  and  amending  Regulations  came  into  operation  dur  ng 

558: 

(a)  The  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  (Scotland)  Regulations.  en(.  Re. 

(b)  The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  (Scotland)  A 

gulations.  , . 

(c)  The  Antioxidant  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations  Amendment  (No.  2) 

(d)  The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  (Scotland)  Amendm  t 

Regulations. 

ood  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956: 

,.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations: 

Rv  the  end  of  1958  the  long  awaited  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  had  not  appeared  on 
ne  Statute  Book  T^em  are  indications,  however,  that  they  will  come  into  operation 
i 1959,  and,  when  they  do,  doubtless  they  will  be  the  subject  of  much  comm 
anitarians  and  members  of  the  food  handling  trades  alike. 


ood  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956: 

Survey  of  Food  Premises: 

The  survey  of  food  premises  both  in  the  landward  area  and  in  the hiffmount  oTtirne 
Celso  Jedburgh  and  Melrose  continued  during  1958  and  a considerabl  e amo un 
vasagain  devoted  to  collating  and  recording  the  information 
he  survey  nears  completion,  a number  of  rather  mteres  mg  pom  s 
nstance,  it  is  quite  evident,  at  least  in  my  opinion,  that  the  visits  by  the  deparim . 
nspectors,  if  they  have  accomplished  nothing  else,  have  succeeded  in  establish  ng  g 
elations  with  the  owners  and/or  occupiers  of  food  premises.  ■ d 

It  is  evident,  too,  that  many  food  traders  are  already 
the  prospect  of  the  Regulations  becoming  law  next  year  is  led  upon  to 

undue  concern.  They  appreciate,  of  course,  that  they  are  likely  a 

effect  a number  of  improvements  and  indeed,  as  I indica  h-^sins  and  sinks  with 

few  have  already  taken  the  initiative  and  installed  wash-hand  basins  an 

supplies  of  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  thereto. 
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. The  majority  of  premises  surveyed  are  of  a good  standard  and  some  are  realiv  fi 
class  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  a lot  of  endeavour  wi  11^? 

rien1rmefhe^f0naH  e standard  those  Premises  in  which,  all  too  obviously  accepted  1 

"aders  wh'n  aKcratiora  tave  ta»  J 

Food  Premises  Completed  or  in  Course  of  Construction: 

Premi“s  compteed " in  cour“  °f  ““«**<»  f-io*  u*  y< 

(1)  Tea  Bar  at  Abbotsford. 

(2)  Shops  at  25-31  Roxburgh  Street,  KeJso. 

(3)  Restaurant  at  14  Bourtree  Place,  Hawick 

(4)  Sweet  manufacturing  premises  in  High  Street,  Hawick. 

(5)  Bakehouse,  Teapot  Street,  Morebattle. 

(6)  General  Store,  Gattonside. 

(7)  Shop,  Main  Street,  Morebattle. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956— Section  2: 

»ale  of  Food  not  of  Nature,  Substance  or  Quality  Demanded: 


No. 

Food 

Involved 

Nature  of 
Complaint 

Action  Taken 

1 

Milk 

Part  of  Pen  Nib 
in  £-pint  bottle 

Considered  by  appropriate  Sub-Committ< 
who,  after  considering  a letter  from  the  Daii 
Company  concerned  regarding  inspection  ai 
rangements  at  the  dairy,  agreed  to  recommen 
that  no  further  action  be  taken. 

2 

Milk 

Fly  pupae  in 
1-pint  bottle 

No  action  on  account  of  lack  of  corroborate 
evidence. 

3 

Milk 

Pint  bottle  in 
extremely  dirty 
condition 

No  action  on  account  of  lack  of  corroborate 
evidence. 

4 

Milk 

Splinters  of  glass 
in  1-pint  bottle 

Reported  to  Procurator  Fiscal.  Plea  0 
guilty  at  Hawick  Sheriff  Court  on  28/5/58 
Fined  £30. 

the  S coaSnert  tTa?L;  5fnPr^“rf or,  Flscl1  was  noll,icd  by  the  Agent  represents 
ne  nrm  concerned  that  he  did  not  intend  to  proceed  with  the  Stated  Case. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956— Sections  8-11: 
rood  unfit  for  Human  Consumption: 

JofS  SESft  sstasgs-  “ad“ of  food  were — aad  dis 

Article  lh« 

Cooked  Ham  25 

Luncheon  Meat  ....  ....  4 

Canned  Chicken  4 

Boneless  Ham  ’ 49 


ozs. 

8 


8 


83  — 


Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956— Sections  28-34- 
(l)  Sampling: 

table  givcs  dctails  of  a11  formal  and  informal  samples  procured 
to8behnomgenuninCrmatlOT  “ t0  the  numbcr  found>  on  examination  by  the  Publkf Analyst, 
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Articles  Sampled 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  of 

Non-Genuine  San 

aples 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

srated  Water  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

ipple  Jelly  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

aked  Beans  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

aking  Powder  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

aking  Soda  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

arley  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hack  Pudding  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

iramble  Jelly  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

uitter  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

iinnamon  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

•offee  Extract  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

omflour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

ooking  Fat  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

iream  of  Tartar 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

fishcake  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

rin  ....  

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

ground  Almonds 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

rround  Ginger  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Caggis  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

fce  Cream 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

ecentils  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

largarine  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 

Heat  Pie  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Hince  

31 

1 

32 

— 

— 

— 

fflixed  Peel  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

lixed  Pickles  

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

oatmeal  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

«otato  Crisps  

— 

1 

1 

— 

ace  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 

mm  

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

ago  

— 

1 

1 



' 

sausages  

7 

1 

8 

— 

jultanas  

— 

1 

1 

— 

•’weet  Milk  

6 

14 

20 

— 

— — 

I'apioca  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

" 

omato  Ketchup 

— 

2 

2 

— 

inegar  

*fhisky  

48 

1 

1 

48 

2 

— 

2 

Mhite  Pepper  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total  .... 

104 

57 

161 

2 

1 

3 

ii)  Action  Taken  in  respect  of  Non-Genuine  Samples: 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  2 formal  and  1 informal  samples 
pported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  non-genuine: 


^Official 

No. 

Article 

Formal 

or 

Informal 

Action  Taken 

11 /E/58 

ll/W/58 

'S/E/58 

Ice  Cream 

Whisky 

Whisky 

Informal 

Formal 

Formal 

Formal  sample  No.  32/E/58  taken.  Proved  to 

Reported  to  Procurator  Fiscal.  Plea  of  Guilty  at 
Hawick  Sheriff  Court.  Fined  £5. 

Reported  to  Procurator  Fiscal.  Case  deserted 

simplicita. 

55 


Thce,  p,aPers connection  with  the  non-genuine  formal  Mince  samples  (Nos.  29/W 
Iw-fi3  5s  referred  to  in  last  year  s report  were  forwarded,  as  stated,  to  the  Procura 
Fiscal.  Subsequently,  the  Procurator  Fiscal  was  asked  for  a report  on  the  cases  a 

TW  °f  thv  terms  ofSection  23  of  the  Summary  Jurisdicti 
(Scotland)  Act,  1954,  which  places  a limitation  of  time  for  proceedings  at  six  mon 
after  a contravention  occurs,  no  further  action  could  be  taken. 


r^rtHetCaSe*uf  ^non-genuine  sample  of  Spirits  of  Sweet  Nitre  (No.  131/57)  a| 
referred  to  in  the  1957  report  it  was  decided,  eventually,  to  send  a warning  letter  to  t 
offender  rather  than  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Meat  Products: 

•P,u™g  ye^  14  samples  of  meat  paste  and  3 samples  of  potted  meat  were  sl 
nutted  for  bacteriological  examination  (see  table  on  page  57.) 

In  action,  the  bacteriologist  reported,  as  follows,  on  a sample  of  Chinese  Froz 
Whole  Egg  which  was  submitted  to  him  for  examination : 


“ No.  of  viable  bacteria  per  c.c.  at  37°C 

No.  of  viable  bacteria  per  c.c.  at  22°C 

Typical  B.  coli  present  in  0 01  c.c.  (+  + +). 

No  organisms  of  Enteric  or  Dysentery  groups  isolated.” 


Uncountable 

Uncountable 


frm!lPnHvdfi^HWelCKhii’  fe,heat  resisting;  spore  bearing,  anaerobic  bacteria  which  a 

HrSved^om  £e  SluS/ouT”'*  ““  * pr““‘  ra“ 

nnHIOfCOC!lS  lureu,s:  on  ‘he  other  hand,  is  found  in  the  human  nose  and  throi 

Si  ahsuhable  cuhSre ' SUrfuCCS  and  P^icularly  in  sores.  The  organisms  multi* 
within  L.  u medium  when  exposed  to  a temperature  of  50=F.  or  above  ai 

within  six  or  eight  hours  they  will  form  sufficient  toxin  to  cause  food  poisoning. 

Jf*?  ™\at  Product  trade  probably  more  than  any  other,  the  risk  of  contaminatic 
by  these  and  other  causal  agents  of  food  poisoning  is  ever  present. 

se^°!iT^eref°hre’  that  the  highest  Possible  standards  of  cleanliness  must  be  oi 
served  in  premises  where  meat  paste,  potted  meat  and  other  meat  products  are  made. 

e‘8ht  ^satisfactory  reports  referred  to  in  the  above  table  were  receive 
withPhim  rhTn  thWaS  made  WUh  ,the  manufacturer  to  inspect  his  premises  and  to  discui 

ci.  pr“en“ in  Ihe  sampl“'  pir,icularl>'- ' 

aknhtwemiSeS  Wer.^ structurally  sound  and  in  a good  state  of  repair.  It  was  eviden 

and’(Sfth^pCc?"SlderH  bletCare  WfS  bemg  taken  in  the  manufacture  of  the  meat  pasl 
and  only  the  best  ingredients  were  being  used. 

The  actual  manufacturing  technique,  however,  fell  down  on  the  following  points: 

(1)  The  meat  from  which  the  paste  was  made  was  not  being  adequately  cooked. 

(2^  Tle.mhat’  ^ter  bt\lng  mixed  and  placed  on  trays,  was  being  allowed  to  cool  a 
atmospheric  (room)  temperature. 

(3)  The  utensils,  equipment,  cloths,  etc.,  were  not  being  sterilised  before  re-use. 

s a“fnti°n  was  accordingly  drawn  to  the  necessity  for  adequate!; 
^rrnnl^^Ki’  tvn®!ifter  f°r.  coo,'ngit  as  quickly  as  possible  and  finally  for  keepinj 
to  lo  if  ch,1(fd’  untl1 11  was  sold  and  he  immediately  and  very  willingly  agree* 

oknff  l°  Vs  s ,aff  wer<r  warned  to  take  the  precaution  at  once.  He  also  agreed  tc 

to  the  1SC  VS  e.Pu!Pment,  utensils  and  cloths  and  to  pay  particular  attention 

h^n  N-n  n^S’rPartlCU  ar  y of  the  hand  and  ,lnger  nails  of  his  workers— the  necessaij 
lshmg  ,aal lltles’ etc->  were  already  readily  available  and  that  these  precautions 
tonenHv6  CT  may  bre  sueen  fron?  the  six  samples  (Nos.  9-14)  which  were  taken  sub- 
!^?  ly'  1,1  n.one  ofrthe  samples  were  Cl.  Wclchii  isolated  and  in  only  two  was 
otaphyloccocus  Aureus  found. 
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When  the  manufacturer  of  the  potted  meat  (Sample  No.  15)  was  informed  of 
bacteriologist  s report  he  immediately  and  voluntarily  stopped  production. 

A second  potted  meat  manufacturer,  following  receipt  of  the  report  on  Samnle  1 

glV^n  the  adr‘c,e  a,s  the  meat  paste  manufacturer  above  referred  to  and^ 
follow-up  sample  (No.  17)  taken  some  days  later  was  entirely  satisfactory. 

p<rlh?re  iS  CVCfy  jpdkation,  final  1>,  that  the  baker  who  used  the  Chinese  Frozen  Wh 
Egg,  in  respect  of  which  the  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  report  above  referred  to  v 
received,  will  change  over  to  fresh  eggs  early  in  the  new  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956— Section  22: 

Notification  of  Cases  of  Food  Poisoning: 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  1 958. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-58: 

In  Scotland  mince  is  allowed  to  contain  preservative  to  the  extent  of  450  Darts  r 
million  of  sulphur  dioxide  during  the  months  June,  July,  August  and  September  subii 
to  a declaration  of  the  presence  of  the  preservative.  ^ 

of  the  fbove  Regulations  31  formal  samples  of  mince  and  7 formal  samD 
of  sausages  were  taken,  together  with  1 informal  sample  of  each  foodstuff  and  no 
were  found  to  contain  an  excessive  amount  of  preservative.  ' 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953: 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  came  to  the  notice  of  this  department  that  honev  m 
porting  to  be  Pure  Scottish  Flower  Honey”  was  being  retailed,  in  large  quantities* 
3-oz.  plastic  containers  bearing  the  name  of  a farm  in  the  Hawick  area  together  with  t 
name  of  the  farm  tenant.  Enquiries  which  were  subsequently  made  showed  that 
ac  , no  bees  were  kept  at  the  farm  nor  was  the  honey  being  packed  there  These  fac 
were  reported  and  when  the  year  ended  consideration  was  b! ing  given  to?nstitutfng  eg 
proceedings  against  the  offender  in  terms  of  the  above  Order  on  the  grounds  h£: he  w 

rddrlsTth^ptctf"16  °f  f0°d  WhiCh  did  n0t  bear  a true  statemfrnofrhfname  2 


2.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


General: 

(North’  West’  Central  and  South  Scotland)  (Attest. 
Area)  Order,  1958,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1958  the  Countv  i 
declared  an  “Attested  Area.”  This  means  that  tuberculosis  of  cattle 
o°r  p actlcaI  PurPoses  non-existent  in  the  County  and  represents  a further  and  sign 
Bo^e  TubSSL  ” Department  of  Agriculture's  plan  for  the  “Eradication® 


Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914: 
Registration: 


Action,  as  summarised  hereunder,  was  taken  in  terms  of  Section  7 of  the  above  A< 
if  as  stlfed5-  0 ^ thC  Cnd  °f  thC  yCaX  Whh  regard  to  the  number  of  producers  register^ 


Number  of  registered  producers  at  31/12/57 
Number  of  registrations  issued 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled 

Number  of  registered  producers  at  31/12/58 


foMMSth^  appea^,from  thc  County  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Rei 

Si  mgistr.  CCntUry  3801  there  were  81  dairies.  cowsheds  and  nulkshops  on 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951: 
snces  to  use  Special  Designations: 

rhe  following  table  summarises  the  position  with  regard  to  the  number  of  designated 
nces  granted  and  discontinued  during  the  year.  It  also  gives  details  of  the  number 
licences  held  at  the  end  of  the  year: 


signation 

Licences 
held  at 
31/12/57 

New 
Licences 
granted 
in  1958 

Licences 

sus- 

pended 

Licences 

revoked 

No.  of 
licences 
discontinued 
for  other 
reasons 

Licences 
held  at 
end  of 
year 

t lifted 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

oerculin 

'ested 

41 

3 

— 

— 

2 

42 

teurised 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

rilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rercentage  of  Registered  Producers  holding  designated  licences  97-8  % 

a addition,  a Dealer’s  Supplementary  “Certified”  Licence  was  issued. 


■section  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  and  Pasteurising  Depots: 

Designated  Premises: 

f rom  the  regular  visits  of  inspection  which  were  paid  to  each  of  the  45  designated 
raises  it  was  evident  that  the  majority  of  producers  and  their  dairy  staffs  were  making 
ry  effort  to  ensure  that  the  milk  from  the  herds  under  their  control  was  produced  and 
idled  under  the  best  possible  hygienic  conditions. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  dairy  industry,  in  common  with  the  food  handling  trades, 
its  minority  of  careless,  diffident  workers  and  to  them  because,  for  reasons  of  their 
i,  they  will  not  pay  attention  to  well-tried  and  accepted  practices,  can  generally  be 
ibuted  the  sample  failures  referred  to  in  a later  paragraph  of  this  report. 

'Non-Designated  Premises: 

■)f  the  46  registered  producers  only  1 does  not  now  hold  a licence  authorising  him  to 
a special  designation  in  relation  to  the  milk  produced  on  his  farm.  At  the  end  of  the 
t this  producer  made  application  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  a grant 
rards  the  cost  of  reconstructing  his  present  byre,  milkroom  and  dairy  scullery  and, 
connection  therewith,  this  department  prepared  an  overall  layout  plan  for  his  guidance, 
f present  plans  materialise,  therefore,  the  county  may,  in  1959,  have  all  its  registered 
tducers  in  possession  of  designated  licences. 

"outine  inspections  were  made  of  the  present  dairy  and,  although  not  quite  up  to  the 
ndard  from  t.re  point  of  view  of  layout,  etc.,  they  were,  nevertheless,  maintained  in  a 
an  condition  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

I Pasteurising  Depots: 

fhe  two  pasteurising  depots  in  which,  during  the  year,  some  540,000  gallons  of  milk 
re  processed,  were  again  the  subject  of  regular  monthly  inspections  in  course  of  which 
plants  were  dismantled  in  order  that  all  component  parts  could  be  thoroughly 
r mined.  These  were  invariably  found  to  be  clean  and  steps  were  taken  by  the  com- 
ay  concerned  to  repair  the  defective  thermo-recorder  referred  to  in  the  last  two  reports. 
■M  one  depot,  although  the  plant  operated  efficiently,  a number  of  parts  were  noted 
oe  old  and  in  need  of  replacement  and,  to  this  matter,  the  management  was  asked  to 
e its  attention. 

! Inspections — Milk  Shops: 

Despite  the  lack  of  oold  storage  accommodation  in  one  or  two  milk  shops,  a de- 
sney  which,  I suggest,  would  have  made  itself  felt  during  a less  unfavourable  summer 
m was  experienced  in  1958,  these  premises  continued  to  be  well  conducted. 
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“Milk-in-Schools”  Scheme: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  quotations  were  accepted  for  the  1958-59  session  fr 
three  contractors  to  supply  the  various  schools  in  the  county  with  “Tuberculin  Tes 
(Pasteurised)”  milk. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  these  contractors  fulfilled  their  contracts  satisfactor 
the  one  complaint  received  being  dealt  with  as  stated  earlier  in  this  report. 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme: 

No  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  the  above  Scheme. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949: 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (Scotland)  Order,  1955: 

In  so  far  as  no  complaints  were  received  in  course  of  the  year  the  provisions  of 
above  Act  and  Order  can  be  said  to  have  been  operated  without  giving  rise  to  any 
convenience  or  difficulty. 

Milk  Production  in  County: 

According  to  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  t 
production  of  milk  in  the  county  has  increased  during  the  past  decade  from  appro 
mately  775,000  gallons  to  1,244,000  gallons  or  thereby.  This  represents  a percent* 
increase  of  64-7% 

Milk  Sampling: 

(1)  Chemical  Analyses: 

Of  the  21  samples  of  milk,  six  of  which  were  formal  samples,  taken  and  submitted  1 
chemical  analyses,  all  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

The  average  percentage  of  fat  and  solids  not  fat  were,  respectively  3 83  and  8-89. 

(2)  Bacteriological  Examination: 

Designated  Milk — Samples  taken  at  Producers’  Premises: 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  samples  taken  at  producers'  pi 
mises  during  the  year.  It  also  summarises  the  number  and  percentage  of  samples  failii 
to  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements  on  one  or  more  counts  as  well  as  giving  tl 
number  of  producers  with  failing  samples: 
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No. 

of  Sam 

pies 

No.  of] 

h-oduce 
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Certified  

Tuberculin  Tested 

16 

183 

4 

24 

25 

131 

26 

n 

2 

5 

i 

— 

Tuberculii 

Certified  Tested 

Average  number  of  samples  taken  per  producer  5-3  4-4 

Number  of  producers  having  3 or  more  consecutive  failures....  Nil 

(3)  Pasteurised  Milk: 

50  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  from  the  two  depots  in  the  county  and  o 
these,  6 or  12%  failed  to  pass  the  statutory  test  because  of  the  presence  in  each  of  th« 
samples,  of  coliform  bacilli. 

The  number  of  failures  was  considerably  higher  than  for  1957  when,  of  48  sample: 
examined  only  2 or  6.25%  failed,  again,  it  should  be  stated,  because  of  coliform  con- 
tamination only. 
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s 1958  failures  occurred  spasmodically  over  the  period  June  to  September  and 
diate  visits  of  inspection  to  the  creameries  concerned  produced  no  obvious  reason 
i_e  failures. 

e position  was  further  complicated,  it  may  be  said,  by  the  fact  that  reports  on  bottle 
5 taken  in  June  and  September  were  all  satisfactory,  coliform  bacilli  being  absent 
-h  case  and  the  highest  plate  count  being  95. 

e failure  of  a pasteurisation  plant  to  comply  with  the  statutory  coliform  test  is 
iably  due  to  post-pasteurisation  contamination  and  with  this  in  mind,  particular 
tion  was  always  paid,  in  course  of  the  regular  monthly  plant  inspections  referred 
rlier  in  this  report,  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  equipment  and  the  bottles  with  which 
nilk  came  into  contact  after  pasteurisation. 

schools  Milk: 

c position  with  regard  to  samples  of  schools  milk  is  exactly  as  it  was  for  1957  when, 
samples  submitted  for  examination  3 or  6-1  % failed  to  comply  with  the  statutory 
rements. 

i on-Designated  Milk: 

5 samples  of  milk  taken  at  the  premises  of  the  only  non-designated  producer  in  the 
ty  2 or  40%  failed  to  attain  the  bacteriological  standard  applicable  to  designated 
.’’milk. 


biological  Testing  for  Myco  Tuberculosis: 

ke  biological  testing  of  samples  of  milk  was  suspended  during  the  year  following 
pt  of  a circular  from  the  Department  ot  Health  for  Scotland  on  the  subject. 

"any  case,  the  fact  that  all  the  dairy  herds  in  the  county  are  attested  makes  the  testing 
ilk  for  tuberculosis  of  less  importance. 


ilant  Fever: 

i unconfirmed  case  of  Undulant  Fever  was  reported  during  the  year,  the  victim 

» the  wife  of  the  manager  of  a designated  dairy  farm. 

imediate  steps  were  taken,  in  conjunction  with  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
:e  prompt  and  willing  co-operation  was  gratefully  appreciated,  to  dispatch  all  milk 
uced  on  the  farm  for  pasteurisation  and  this  arrangement  suited  the  consumers  on 
arm  so  well  that  it  has  not  yet  been  discontinued. 


nt  Developments  in  the  Dairy  Industry: 

Tore  terminating  this  chapter  on  milk  and  dairies  I think  brief  reference  should  be 
e to  two  fairly  recent  developments  in  the  dairy  industry,  namely,  the  bulk  haulage 
ulk  from  farms  where  it  is  stored  in  refrigerated  tanks  pending  collection  and  the 
1 of  milk  in  cartons  from  automatic  vending  machines. 

ie  former  development  which  started,  experimentally,  in  Kirkcudbrightshire  in 
is  now  fairly  well  established  with  four  schemes,  involving  79  farms,  in  operation 

the  possibility  of  a fifth  scheme  commencing  next  year. 

re  advocates  of  the  development  assert  that  it  provides  milk  of  better  keeping  quality 
also,  that  handling  and  distribution  costs  are  less  than  in  the  hitherto  conventional 

iod. 

iere  would  appear  to  be  no  indication,  however,  that  the  producers  in  this  area  are 
emplating  the  formation  of  a scheme,  although  this  may  well  happen  in  the  not  too 
mt  future.  . , ....  , 

re  sale  of  cartonned  milk  from  automatic  vending  machines  is 

ber  of  the  larger  towns  throughout  the  country.  It  has  Kd  a" 

area  so  far,  although  the  indications  are  that  permission  will  be  sought  to  set  up  at 

. one  machine  next  year.  . ..  ,, 

ne  development  raises  some  rather  interesting  points. 

hine  be  registered  in  terms  of  Sect.on  7 of  the i?thf^ch?ne  ° ^ bv 
- and  is  there  any  way  of  determining  the  age  of  the  milk  in  the  machine,  e.g.,  oy 

-stamping  the  cartons.  , 

bviously,  too,  to  assist  sampling  officers,  if  for  ^ ^clrtonso^  on 

ne  vendor  will  require  to  be  displayed  either  on  the  machine  or  on  the  cartons,  or  on 
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3.  ICECREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948 
General: 

Although  from  the  point  of  view  of  weather,  the  summer  01  1958  was  one  of  the  ■ 
experienced  for  some  considerable  time,  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  the  sr 
ice  cream  diminished  in  this  area.  In  the  last  few  years,  indeed,  ice  cream  has  oo* 
be  accepted  as  part  of  our  diet  and  it  can  be  served  in  a number  of  different  and  altn 
Forms. 

It  is  perhaps  of  interest  to  record,  therefore,  that,  early  next  yeat.  Regulation 
likely  to  be  in  operation  which  will  prescribe  amended  standards  for  ice  cream, 
from  the  effective  date  of  the  Regulations  “ice  cream”  will  be  the  term  used  to  des 
the  produce  which  is  made  with  fat  other  than  milk  fat  and  the  description  “dainr  c 
ice”  or  dairy  ice  cream”  or  “cream  ice”  and  “milk  ice”  will  be  reserved  for  the  p'ro< 
in  which  the  fat  contents  are  wholly  milk  fat. 

It  seems  inevitable  that,  initially,  at  least,  these  different  designations  will  ter 
confuse  an  intending  purchaser  and  measures  will,  therefore,  require  to  be  taken  be 
hand  to  publicise  them. 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations: 

Registrations: 

In  course  of  the  year  the  owner  of  a shop  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  o 
cream  died  and  the  registration  lapsed.  In  addition,  two  registered  vehicles  were 
to  buyers  in  another  area.  No  new  registrations  were  granted.  The  position  at 
December,  1958  may,  therefore,  be  summarised  as  follows: 

1 . Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  6 

2.  Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  10 

3.  Vehicles  registered  4 

4.  Total  number  of  premises  and  vehicles  registered  ....  ™ ""  20 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 

Inspection  of  Premises: 

Premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  were  again  vis 
fortnightly  during  the  summer  months  and  monthly  during  the  remainder  of  the  j 
and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  no  serious  irregularities  were  noted.  That  < 
siderable  and  worthwhile  attention  was  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  equipment  and  uter 
and  to  the  actual  production  is  evident,  I suggest,  from  a perusal  of  the  following  pj 
graph  which  summarises  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  on  31  samples  of  ice  cream  s 
mitted  to  him  for  examination. 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Samples: 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  31  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina* 
during  the  year : 


Traders  Sampled 

Samples  Examined 

No.  of  Samples  with  Counts  of 

No.  of  Sample 
Failing  (b) 

0 to 
1,000 

1,001  to 
10,000 

10,001  to 
25,000 

25,001  to 
100,000 

Over 

100,000 

Coliform  in 
1/100  ml. 

Both  Count 

nnd  Coliform 

1 

6 

31 

% 

10(a) 

32-3 

10 

32-3 

2 

6-4 

6 

192 

3 

9-7 

6 

19-3 

1 

3-2 

Notes — (a)  Includes  (i)  2 samples  with  counts  of  0. 

(ii)  5 samples  with  counts  of  100-300. 

(iii)  3 samples  with  counts  of  301-500. 
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(b)  Majority  of  failures  traced  to  unsatisfactory  old-type  metal  carrying  pails. 
Change-over  to  plastic  carrying  pails  removed  source  of  contamination, 
ill  be  noted  that  64-6%  of  the  samples  had  a count  of  10,000  or  under  and  that 
had  a count  of  under  100,000. 

e figures  appear  to  me  to  suggest  that  the  presumptive  standard  of  100,000  bacteria 
am  is  too  low.  A count  of,  say,  50,000  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  realistic 
»uld  readily  be  attained  by  the  great  majority  of  ice  cream  manufacturers. 

^vision  of  the  presumptive  coliform  standard  (coliform  > rganisms  in  1 /100th  part 
ram)  is  not  suggested,  at  least  in  the  meantime. 

tion  of  Vehicles: 

registered  vehicles,  on  inspection,  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well  maintained. 

cam  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 
ood  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953: 

erms  of  the  above  Order,  7 samples  of  ioe  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical 
is  with  the  following  results: 


Sample 

No. 

Fat  Content 

Result 

1 

8-2% 

Genuine 

2 

34% 

Non-Genuine 

3 

5 0% 

Genuine  (a) 

4 

120% 

Genuine 

5 

5-2% 

Genuine 

6 

5-2% 

Genuine 

7 

5 0% 

Genuine 

Average  Fat  Content=6-3%. 


(Vote — (a)  Sample  taken  following  “Non-Genuine”  report  on  sample  No.  2. 


AUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION,  ETC. 
iterhouses  Aci,  1954: 
cered  Premises: 

; number  of  private  slaughterhouses  on  the  register  remained  at  one. 


titer  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928-54: 
cations  for  Slaughterer’s  Licences: 

applications  were  received  for  licences  in  terms  of  the  above  Acts. 

i- laughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1954-55: 
action  was  taken  in  terms  of  the  above  Regulations. 


<*ct  of  Private  Slaughterhouse: 

'oughout  the  year  the  single  registered  private  slaughterhouse  was  conducted  in  an 
olary  manner. 


Inspection: 

at  inspection  duties  were  again  undertaken  on  the  same  basis  and  under  the  same 
tions  as  for  the  past  two  years  and,  again,  all  meat  for  human  consumption  was 
:ted  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouses  at  Kelso,  Galashiels  and  St.  Boswells, 
vas  finally  agreed  that  all  sanitary  inspectors  undertaking  the  duties  of  detention 
rs  should  be  paid  for  regular  additional  periods  worked  outwith  normal  working 
at  Kelso  and  Galashiels  slaughterhouses  at  the  normal  salary  rates. 

2 following  tables  give  details  of  the  different  classes  of  animals  slaughtered  at 
. and  St.  Boswells  slaughterhouses,  together  with  the  weights  of  condemned  meat 
ffals: 
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Kelso: 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Total 

Passed 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Cattle  

1,777 

27 

15 

1,819 

Sheep  

18,358 

305 

3 

18,666 

Pigs  

1,010 

5 

22 

1,037 

St.  Boswells: 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in 
of  condem 
Meat  & C 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Cattle  

93 

, 

70 

Sheep  

196 

— 



Pigs  

51 

— 

2 

24 

The  diseased  conditions  for  the  condemnation  of  bovine  offal  consisted  of  cirri 
liver  and  lung  abscesses,  while  tuberculosis  of  the  head  accounted  for  the  condemnat 
in  the  pig  class. 


Kelso: 

List  of  Diseases  involving  condemnation  of  Carcases : 


Disease 

Cattle 

Sh 

eep 

Pi 

gs 

T 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Abscesses  





2 

. 

1 

1 

3 

Bruising  

2 

3 

28 

3 

2 

30 

Emaciation  

9 

— 

90 



- 



99 

Fevered  Flesh  

4 

— 

35 



1 



40 

Fractures  

— 

— 

— 



1 

Internal  Haemorrhage  .... 

— 

— 

1 



___ 

1 

Johne’s  Disease 

1 

— 

9 







10 

Joint  111  

4 

— 

35 



. 

. 

39 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

12 



- - 

_ 

12 

Peritonitis  

1 

— 

6 



1 

8 

Septic  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

58 



. 

59 

Still  Born  

— 

— 

1 

- 

. 

1 

Septicaemia  

1 

— 

10 



1 

, 

12 

Soft  Flesh  

— 

— -i 

10 



- 

10 

Tuberculosis  

3 

12 

_ 

- 

1 

18 

4 

Tumours  

1 

— 

1 

. 

2 

Uraemia  ....  

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Total  .... 

27 

15 

305 

3 

5 

22 

337 

Total 


30 


40 


Total  Weight  of  Condemned  Carcases  = 18,240  lbs. 
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of  Diseases  involving  condemnation  of  Organs  and  Offal : 


Disease 

Ca 

ttle 

She 

-P 

Pigs 

Liver 

Intestine 

Lungs 

Tongue 

Liver 

Intestine 

Lungs 

Tongue 

Liver 

Intestine 

Lungs 

Tongue 

/ Calculi 

9 

osis 

44 

sess  

22 

— 

8 

1 

15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

matosis  

7 

— 

— 

— 

206 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spot  

2 

— 

‘ 

sy  

— 

— 

1 

ich  Contents 

— 

— 

26 

— 



— 

— 

— 



— 

" 

gyli 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

— 

29 

— 

— 



— 

" 

•culosis  

2 

2 

5 

•urs  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

’ 

Total  .... 

87 

2 

40 

2 

272 

— 

29 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

ses  of  Animals  Act,  1950: 

e Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957: 

s new  licence  to  operate  plant  used  for  boiling  waste  food  for  animal  feeding  was 
l and  three  were  cancelled  during  the  year.  The  number  of  licences  in  force  at 
December,  1958  was,  therefore,  16. 

licensed  premises  were  visited  on  at  least  one  occasion  and,  at  no  time,  were  con- 
's found  to  be  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  Order. 

thrax  Order,  1938: 

case  of  anthrax  was  confirmed  during  the  year  although  a number  of  investigations 
arried  out  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture’s  Divisional  Veterinary  omcer. 


PART  V— ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 


tious  Diseases: 

e incidence  of  reported  infectious  diseases  again  remained  low. 

irteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  eight  more  than  last  year,  were  visited  and  reported 

all  cases  current  disinfection  was  carried  out. 

non  Lodging  Houses: 

are  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  landward  area. 


1 Grounds: 

Town  Yetholm  and  Newcastleton  the  digging  of  graves 
smeteries,  with  the  exception  of  Saughtree,  forms  part  o 
ats  officers  appointed  to  those  districts. 


and  the  maintenance  of 
the  duties  of  the  special 
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HiffiLuUk  t0n  and(.CfstIef°n  cemeteries,  Newcastleton,  the  districts  officer  fou 
difficult,  because  of  the  other  duties  which  had  to  be  undertaken,  to  keep  the  m 
l fty  sat,sfa^t°r7  condition  and  consideration  might  have  to  be  given  to  prov 
him  with  some  additional  assistance  for  another  year.  p ” 

The  cemeteries,  otherwise,  appeared  to  be  well  maintained  and  conducted. 
Offensive  Trades: 

°n,y  two  °£e?siv?  trades>  as  defined  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  189 
carried  on  in  the  landward  area,  at  Newtown  and  St.  Boswells  respectively. 

satisfactory lnCSSCS  WCre  the  sub^ect  of  rePeated  visits  when  conditions  were  noted  i 

Schools: 

^P^^nts  undertaken  at  a number  of  schools  in  the  county  ar 
eluded  in  the  Medical  Officer  s report. 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897— Section  16: 

Nuisances: 

i „ 1 P°Ugh LnOWaday S ’ environrnentaI  hygiene  covers  an  extremely  wide  field  the  sani 
Yhfi,wa?al  °ne  ume  dcsignated  “Inspector  of  Nuisances”  continues  to  de 
a good  deal  of  his  time  to  the  investigation  and  abatement  of  nuisance  conditions. 

siP1!?™-!6  wr,itten  and  49  verbal  nuisances  were  dealt  with  and,  before  all  ’ 
abated,  63  visits  and  re-visits  were  necessary. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949: 


on  the 


1.  Staff  employed  in  carrying  out  Local  Authority  functions  under  the  Act: 

(a)  Administrative:  On  16th  May,  1957  the  Rat  Catcher  was  placed  under  the  con 

of  the  Health  Department  and  since  then  the  County  Sanit 
Inspector  has  been  responsible  for  administering  the  service  ; 
tor  supervising  the  work  of  the  operative. 

(b)  Survey:  Regular  surveys  are  carried  out  by  the  Rat  Catcher  who 

necessary,  calls  upon  a member  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspect! 
stan  for  advice  and  assistance. 

(c)  Operational:  One. 


2.  Measures  taken  for  the  discovery,  prevention  and  control  of  rats  and  mice: 

Regular  surveys  of  farm  premises  were  initiated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

to3 4 SdelTwhh°tUhnd  were  reported  to  the  farmers  concerned  who  either  took  steps  priva 
wo?k  h hCm  °r  requested  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher  to  undertake  the  neces- 


3.  Measures  taken  regarding  properties  specially  liable  to  infestation: 

attract  i^tfttentI°n  *S  8‘Ven  tQ  refUSC  dep°tS  and  °ther  Premises  which  are  knovn 

4.  A^,r°dnc^d  taken  under  Hie  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shippin 

Nil. 


5.  General: 

Nil. 
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Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agri- 

cultural 

Properties 

Total 

ber  of  properties  in- 
cted  by  the  L.A.  dur- 
1958: 

s a result  of  notification 
therwise  

325(161) 

64(143) 

227(52) 
26(— ) 

26(8) 
14(— ) 

27(4) 

87(3) 

605(225) 

191(146) 

Total  .... 

389(304) 

253(52) 

40(8) 

114(7) 

796(371) 

ber  of  above  properties 
md  to  be  infested  by 
s or  mice  

280(275) 

82(52) 

33(8) 

70(4) 

465(339) 

ber  of  above  infested 
jperties  satisfactorily 
ared: 

y the  Local  Authority 
therwise  

280(275) 

-(-) 

82(52) 

-(-) 

33(8) 

-(-) 

43(4) 
8(— ) 

438(339) 
8(— ) 

Total  .... 

280(275) 

82(52) 

33(8) 

51(4) 

446(339) 

ber  of  Notices  served 
der  Section  4: 

r eat  men  t 

^orks  

— (-) 
— (-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

(“) 

-(-) 

— (-) 
— (-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

Total  .... 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

ber  of  cases  in  which 
fault  action  was  taken 
1 L.A.  following  issue  of 
tice  under  Section  4 .... 

_(_) 

— (-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

_(_) 

ber  of  Notices  issued 
der  Section  6(2) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

Figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for  1957. 


;y  of  Farms: 

llowing  a review  of  the  measures  previously  taken  to  keep  rats  under  control  in  the 
tand,  more  particularly,  on  farms,  it  was  decided  at  the  beginning  of  e ye 
at  catcher  should,  experimentally,  survey  a number  of  contiguous  farms  an  p 
Tidings. 

le,  largely,  to  the  co-operation  of  the  farmers,  the  initial  survey  Proved  a grea 
rss  and  it  was  thereafter  agreed,  as  a matter  of  policy,  to  continue  the 

one  of  the  683  farms  in  the  county  had  been  visited.  vi«itrH 

lis  explains  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  agricultural  prop 
t58  (114)  as  compared  with  1957  (7). 

nspection  with  Inspector  from  Department  of  Agriculture: 

int  inspection  of  a number  of  premises  in  the  landward  area  was  carrie  ol't 
' the  Inspectors  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  Mid,,  sub _q  y.  ^ 

;nt  stated  they  were  pleased  to  learn,  from  their  Inspector  s po  ■ ooer- 

to  prevent  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  appear  to  be  effective  and  that t both  oper 
1 and  survey  work,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  following  p c8  P ’ 
efficiently  carried  out, 
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When  the  rat  catcher  notes  an  extensive  infestation  the  farmer  is  informed  offi 
and  he  is  advised  that  if  he  is  unable  to  deal  with  the  infestation  himself  the  servi< 
the  rat  catcher  will  be  made  available  at  an  all-in  charge  of  9/8  per  hour.  Not 
farmers,  it  has  to  be  admitted,  take  advantage  of  this  offer,  preferring  themselv 
carry  out  the  necessary  extermination  measures. 

In  either  case,  the  rat  catcher  makes  a point  of  re-visiting  the  farms  concerned 
an  appropriate  lapse  of  time  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  measures  taken  by  him  or  t 
farmer  have  been  successful. 

Infestations  Dealt  with  in  Private  Properties: 

In  addition  to  the  duties  above  referred  to  the  rat  catcher,  on  request,  dealt  wit 
ported  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  in  private  properties  in  the  landward  area  and  i 
four  burghs  and  for  his  services  in  the  former  case,  a charge  of  9/8  per  hour  was  1 
on  the  owners  or  occupiers  concerned. 

To  facilitate  the  rendering  of  accounts  for  private  work  of  this  nature  and  also  to  k 
record  of  the  work  a form,  a facsimile  of  which  is  appended,  is  used : 

No. 

ROXBURGH  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
RECORD  OF  PRIVATE  WORK  UNDERTAKEN 

1 .  Name  and  Address  of  person  requesting  service : 


2.  Address  of  premises  and/or  land  to  be  treated: 


3.  Date  request  received 19 Letter/TelepI 

4.  Dates  on  which  premises  visited  and  treatment  carried  out: 


5.  Total  number  of  hours  spent  on  visits  and  treatment: 

6.  Mileage  covered: 

7.  Cost  at  9/8  per  hour . 8.  A/c  rendered 

9.  Treatment:  Poisoning/Trapping/Gassing 

10.  Approximate  quantity  of  bait  used: 

11.  Final  result  of  treatment: 


12.  Details  of  Rat-proofing  measures  required  to  be  undertaken: 


Date 


“4 

19 Signed J 

Rat  Catcher 


Countersigned 
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g Courses: 

/ in  the  year  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  a District  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
Ltcher  attended  a course  of  instruction  run  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
irgh. 

ne  course  information  was  given  on  the  latest  methods  of  control  of  infestations 
and  mice  which  subsequently  proved  of  great  benefit,  especially  to  the  rat  catcher. 

f Pest  Destruction  Service: 

jrding  to  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Treasurer,  to  whom  1 am  indebted  for 
Drmation,  the  cost  of  the  pest  destruction  service  to  the  ratepayers,  i.e.,  the  total 
Liture  less  Government  grant  and  income  for  the  year  1958,  was  £497  15s  4d. 


PART  VI— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
ean  Air  Act,  1956: 

ean  Air  Act,  1956  (Appointed  Day  No.  2)  (Scotland)  Order,  1958: 

above  Order  fixed  31st  December,  1958  as  the  date  of  operation  of  all  those 
.ons  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  which  were  not  already  in  force, 
provisions  of  the  Act  which  came  into  force  on  that  date  include  sections  1 and  2, 
with  certain  exceptions  prohibit  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  chimneys, 
is  5 to  9,  which  regulate  the  discharge  of  grit  and  dust  from  furnaces;  section  16, 
provides  new  powers  for  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances;  and  sections  19  and  zU, 
prohibit  dark  smoke  from  railway  engines  and  ships  respectively, 
ion  29  of  the  Act  makes  it  a statutory  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  enforce  the 
ions  of  the  Act  in  their  district. 

ark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1958: 
above  Regulations,  which  also  came  into  operation  on  the  last  day  of  the  year 
/ the  maximum  periods  during  which  dark  smoke  due  to  such  operations  as  soot- 
ae  and  the  cleaning  of  fires  may  be  emitted  from  chimneys  without  contravention 
tion  1 of  the  1956  Act.  They  also  impose  limits  on  emissions  of  black  smoke. 

i Building  Byelaw:  . 1Q<, 

•roposal  to  adopt  a Model  Building  Byelaw  for  use  under  Section  34  of  the  95b 
as  still  under  discussion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  purpose  of  the  byelaw  is  to 
ate  smoke  abatement  in  future  by  securing  that  domestic  appliances  in  buildings 
d from  now  on  are  of  types  which  can  be  operated  without  emitting  smoke.  This, 
?rse?  would  be  of  particular  importance  in  areas  likely  to  be  designated  smoke 

d1  areas. 

!lean  Air  Act,  1956— Section  3: 

>val  of  New  Furnaces: 

5 installation  of  a furnace  in  a new  building  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  still 
"construction,  was  approved. 


PART  VH— WORK  PREMISES 
Ties  Acts,  1937  and  1948: 
ary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938: 

s undemoted  information  was  contained  in  Form  573  (Revised)  (Scotland)  which 
details  of  the  administration  of  the  above  Acts  for  1958. 

Part  1 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
ary  Inspectors). 
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Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspect- 

ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occur 

prosec 

(1)  Factories  iq  which  Sects.  1,  Z,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced’  by.  the  Local 
Authority 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which-  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

2 

43 

2 

43 

— 

— 

Total 

45 

45 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Nc 



).  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  c 
in  whi 
prosecul 
were 
institut 

l 

Found* 

i 

•Remedk 

To  H.M. 
id  Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness,  S.  1 

Overcrowding,  SI-.2  

Unreasonable  temperature. 

S.3 

Inadequate  ventiiation,  S 4- 
Ineffectiye  drainage  of 

floors,  S.6  ...  

Sanitary  Conveniences,  S.7 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes,  

Other  offences  against  the, 
Act  (not  including  , ok 
fences  relating  to  Out- 
wjtk)  ■ ;;; 

i 

< it 

i 

ll 

li 

< 



1 

j 

1* 

1; 

1 

1 

| 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

2 

- 

PART  vni 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  outworkers  in 
August  list  required 

by  Section  J 10(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of  de- 
fault in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No.  of  prosecutions 
for  failure  tb  supply 
lists 

No.  of  instances  of 
work  in  unwhole- 
some premises 

Notices  served 

8 

o 

’•*. 

3- 

& 

O 

M • 

a.. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc 

Cleaning  and  washing 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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«s  Act,  1937 — Sections  107  and  108: 
g Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction: 

building  site  where  a number  of  men  were  employed  the  contractor  was  asked 

WhiCh  were  8i™g  riSe  ‘°  a seri°“; 

ofsss  ™™,ractor' c,w‘i 0,1  “ 


frSkeS™,°eTc.?UiPPed  l°  a meal  and  Wkh  facilities  for  washing  utensils, 

clothes  drying  room; 

litable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  with  proper  facilities  for  the  con- 
jyance,  treatment  and  final  disposal  of  sewage  and  waste  water. 


|*s  Act,  1950: 

y and  Other  Arrangements  in  Shops — Section  38: 

°fn^tUfiily  taken’  whenever  food  premises  in  the  landward  area  were  in- 
rmployeesm  ^ proper  W’C‘  and  hand  washing  facilities  were  available  for  the 

•til7uwereu  Not  always-  however,  were  they  found  to  be  as 
id  as  tidy  as  they  might  have  been. 

* yeaf  ^teps  had  been  taken  by  the  owners  concerned,  to  improve  the 

e ventilation  and  heating  arrangements  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 

na.mfly  the  provisi?n  of  a W.C.  and  hand  washing  facilities 
p erected  in  1 956  had  not,  however,  received  attention. 

cemption  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year  nor  were  any  in  force. 


PART  VIII — MISCELLANEOUS 
lizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926: 
lilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  1958: 

Tmal  or  informal  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  in  terms  of  the  above  Act. 


A.  Walker  <2>*  Son,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Galashiels. 


